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| 1 -FIM. im. 9. + 
Holding the Myſtery of the Faith in a 


pee Conſcience, 


J | HIS Advice which is here given 
4 to Deacons, does almoſt equally 
| concern all Chriſtians ; for tho” 


tere are ſome Durics peculiar to the 
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Miniſters of Religion, relating to their 
Offee, yet the common Duties of Chrt- 
ſtianity are bound upon Them and the 
pe with equal tyes and obligations. 
hat every Chriſtians under the 
ſamE engagements to be a Good Man, 
to live as Vertuouſly and” Religioaly , 
and to perform all the Duties. of our 
common Chriſtian Religion, as either a 
Presbyter or a Deacon, both which, ſome 
think, are meant Here; | Paith and a 
Good. Conſcience are to. be kept or 


| held by All, and he is, not a Chriſtian 


who lets go, or makes Shipwrack of 
either. | 


The Chriſtian Faith though it be 
a MyRery, yet 1s not as the Heathen 
Myſteries, to be-e Secret kept up and” 
concealed from the Vulgar, and known 
only to the Prieſts, to the My/te: and 
Adepti, by a ſort of Diſciplina Arcani, 
but is by the Goſpel Revelation diſco- 
vered and communicated to All ; All 


. Catechumens are to be Taught and 


InftruQted in it, AI who are Baptized 
are to profeſs it, and all the Fiueles are 
to underſtand and to keep it, as the 
Faith 


[3] 
Faith once'delixcred/torhem. by, Chri 
and his; Apoltles,, afd.i | the {ous 
and Haly- -$cript ay he believing 
Chriſt :2a>be..the? Meſſiah ,..and Sexe 
of God, is not the only Fund 
Article of Chriſtianity as ſome woul 
have it, for:if, it weres) af{ the Hereticks 
wag Apoſtolick;;and,after Ages. had 
UP. 00-1, |@ gainft whom notwith» 
Gaodag -$t.. "Joby in bis Epiſtles, . and 
other. Writers ſpeak ſo: mugh 
as. well - as; Se. Clements, ' Polyearp,.. JIg- 
yatius and: the earlict- Writers who re- 
nounced; both the Faith and the. Come 
munion - of - thoſe. Hezetics; notwith» 
ſtanding, they owned.-Chriſt to'be'the 
Meſſiah; ſo that this. was not. a-ſuffi- 
cient Faith for a. Chriſtian, as luch. 


[ 


But /it -may. be asked,, Are ordinary 
Chriſtians then to believe: the, Myſte- 
rious, and Abſtruſe- Pofrines 'of Chr 
ſtianity ? Such as the_ Trinity, the 'Di- 
vitity and Incarnation- of Chriſt; and 
the like, which are ſo difficule, and ug- 
intelligible that the; moft iLearned can- 
not underſtand -, them; or - agree ;-about 
them ; are Theſe to! be accounted, Fun- 
B 2 damental 
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5 Gmental and Effential Articles of Faith 


neceffary to be*believed-by the meaneſt 
and” tmoſt ordinary” Capacities /'which 
are {0 puzzling and fo intricate to the 
ipheſt ? T7 Vinw 21:32:39 a: bor) 


” T Anſwer, Whatever is Bſential and 
Fundamentat'to--Chriftianity;- and as 
fuch"5” plainly ReveaPd by God, upon 
which "the Peculiar Faith, 'Hope and 
"Worſhip of it is built; however incom- - 
prehenſible Th MiyReriou it is, which 
Thall be conſidered immediately, is ro 
be believed by every Chriftian; as, that 
God ſent his only*Son into the World, 
and” that we are\Redeemed by: him, 
and that we'afre to place-our' H 
Truſt and Confidence in-him' for Sal- 
vation, and that we are to Worſhip 
him, and Pray to him, and''to:Honour 
him; even/ as we Honour the Father. 
This which is ' the Peculiar” Scheme 
and *CharaQter of' Chriſtianity, and 
neceſſarily ſuppoſes Chriſts Diviai- 
ty, and that he is not a- Creature; 
and alſo the Divinity of the Holy Ghoſt 
the Comforter and 'the SanRifier, and 
- 16'conſequently a Divide Trinity, this 
1977S. is 
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1s as neceſſary to be | POO every * 
ONe..a$ Chriſtianity, for it; is BE 

make. and and peculiar . my O 

ſtiaoity, as *ris diſtin& from 'Naty 
Religion, This Faith with a Good Life, 
or-a Life; apinerable ro the Rules and 
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To ask. w 121% ag 
laye, a Lat pairhs cp this, Vaith;.is to 
be anſwered with. the: bg queſti 10, Of 
ne much like it, Whether ſycha good good 

ie will-laye Veg Map Yinhpes he | 
EN IY "& They are bo : 
to a Chriſtian, Je is chas ro hol tne 


Myſtery of the Faith in a or 'Conſci- 


EN D SOR 
I Thall ſom. the words Cole eek 
two General Things. 
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wi, Why. the Chiles Faith FC” ca 
Fx Myſtery t. _ Pr oy, 


1. "How we, are t6 hold. it In a4 Pure 
Conſcience ?.. 
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by Py * i not abotk, Naw 
Reaſon without Expr f and Immediate 
Divine Rebethe mu” , Far Ki Fr 

| wa have a Son; -ati ern "Gl 
begotten San,. of t 2x Naty © po 
Likeneſs with kit Ac 
{ſhould ſend this his lg into & Fr 
to become a Man, to take on ,him our 
Natufe,” and be thade Fleih,” that” ſo 
he might dye for us, and be a Sxctifite 
for. .our Sins, and Save and Redeem 


Mankind according to this Myſterious 
Method 


SS 
Method, Oceconomy and Diſpenſation 
of the” Goſpel, this is' what Reaſon 
could ne-ver- have- found out, nor any 
thing but the Infinite” Wiſdom , and 
no 'le{s Tnfinite Goodnefs of God have 
_ contrived. 


-'That there is a God, an Tnviſible 
Maker of the World, a Firſt Cauſe of 
All: Things, this Reaſon and the Li 
, ©! Nature teaches us, andthe inv4 
things of - hims from the Creation are 
plainly ' ſeen by the "things he hath 
made, ' even | bis Eternal Power and 
Godhead.” His Power and Wiſdom 
and Goodneſs are ſufficiently mani- 
feſt to our: Thoughts and Reaſon by 
the admirable StruQture and the com- 
mudious and - beautiful and orderly 
contrivance. of the World and all the 
things 'that” are in 'it, and we can 
know moſt of his Attributes and El- 
ſential Perfe&tions from Reaſon. and 
the plain deduQtions and conſequences 
of it; 'but 'that this Infinite and Al- 
mighty and All-{ufficient God, who 
had ' all 'poſſible perfetions in him- 
If, and all PerfeCtions ſufficient to his 
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own Happineſs and. Selkenjayment/, 
and to the; Needs and ' Neceflities of 
his Creatures, and to- all: the. Purpoſes 


of Creation and Providence, that he 


ſhould beget a Son, another Divine Per- 
ſon and Being like himſelf, and; comy 
municate the ſame Divine Nature and 
Godhead to him that belong'd to; him- * 
ſelf, this which the Scriptyre Revela- 
tion acquaints us with, is ſo. far from 
being 'known by. Reaſon, that That 

' Rtaggers at.it, and. asks 


Avi 12. «4p. two bold queſtions.'a- 


Helmon. in Alcoran. 


"Nec ChriſtumDeum bout it,., How this can 


part nfeſheeſt ber lng\xo what: guy- 
o 's} . C » * 

of forte duos Det pale ir IS f.And Mas 
adorare deprehen- homet 10 his | Alcoran Ft 


deretur. Cantacu- offers ſeveral.reaions;a- 
- zen. in Mahomet. _ 


Orat. 3. fl gainſt It, among which 
R277] this 15 One, That. God 


and his Son would make two Gods; 


and that they muſt worſbip enly qe 
Gan. > iy : 


Theſe Reaſons, _ I think, may be 
fairly, anſwered, but Reaſon it ſelf 
could not have known of collefed this 
either from the Diving fgcundity, qr 


trom 
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from any Natural PerfeQtion or Pro- 
perty. of..God knowable by the Light 
ot. Norte tis 'only Revelation. ac- 
uaints us with it, ' and lets us at the 
lame time ſee the admirable ends. and 
uſes. and. purpoſes of this, if not for 
the deſigns of Creation and Provt 
2%: yet. for the Redemption -of the 
World by this Son of God, ' which is 
a work. as great and as Divine if not - 
more ſo than the other two. 


Tis the peculiar CharaGter, Frame 

and Scheme of Chriſtianity to reveal 
this Myſtery fully to us, this adora- 
ble Myſtery of Divine. Love and 
Wiſdom, .God's Saving Loſt and un- 
done Mankind by his Son clus Chriſt ; 
Reaſon. could not have diſcovered: this, 
nor. can it now penetrate into all 
the deep Counſels of the Divine Go- 
yenment, and hidden: Reaſons of the 
Divine. . Wiſdom which made this 
eitlier abſolutely neceſſary, or to be 
ſure the .moſt fit and convenient 
Method to Save: and Redeem Man- 
kind. 


This 
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This is ſuch a" Myſtery: of State , 
fach a Secret of the Heavenly and 
Divine Policy and Management, tht that 
whether God could have | 
Accompliſhed this any Meng, way” we 
unknown to us, and our Reaſon muſt 
ery. aut upon the 'Thotghts of it, 

the Depth of the Riches 

Rom. 11. 33: both of he” Wijdon and 
"Knowledge of God, how un- 

[earchable are his Jolgment, and his 


Ways paſt finding. Out, 


Further, The Chriſtian: Revilatidh 
diſcovers to us another” 'Divine. Per- 
Ki beſides the "Sbn, to' wit, "the Ho- 

' Ghoſt, who proceedeth 'from the 

ather ati: the Son, and who was 
[Boe by them- in a Viſible and 'extra- 
"ordinary manner, and was to be the 
Comforter © and Paraclete , as Chriſt 
the Redeemer and Saviour ;. and was 
to SanAifie, and Fit, and Qualifie all 
Chriſtians for ,that Salvation which 
Chriſt had Purchaſed and Obtained 
for them, without whom Chriſtianity 


could not have been ſpred and eſta» 
bliſhed 


[ 11 ] 
blifhed in the ' World; nor" in " 
Hearts' of Mei,” afd ' who was there. 
fore ' to bear 5, Peculiar” and Diſtin& 
rt and Office in the por hen, 
oy fear Work” of 'our Redemprion 
Which" was to he Perforttied'! by the 
Fathers ſending his S6n\ 4nd" both 
10g; Bet "Holy Ghoſt; t6' Perſe 
this' Gear Fhins 3 and This | 
oth Be oro the Rite, 6k 
Chriſtianity, as a'R 
diftin& fronr Natural, and 'which is 
ſack. a Myſtety- as could not. havy 
been found out by Natural Light 'and 
Reaſon without an immediate Di- 
ine Revelation, *for it was not any 
Natural :Property” of the Divine Na» 
tore, fo" far 'as\ we know, to have a 
Son” and a Holy Sptrit, nor did "the 
Pr poſes: of 'Creation and' Providence 
fire this; ' and therefore the Driſts 
and (others think more” than. one Dis 
vitke Perfon , [and one Infinite Being 
Uninecelfary ; - and as far” as Reaſon a+ 
Idhe , "either the Truth nor the 
Nete ity of 'more would appear, bit 
Revelation, and efpectally-the Chriſtian 
FR us with God 3-having a Son, 
and 
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and a' Holy Spirit;;- diſtin; Perſons 
from - himſclf -; gi bs .one. : Begotten..of 
him- and {© his. only Son, - the. other 
proceeding from him and the Son. both, 
and theſe ewo ſtill, inthe ; Father, 
naturally: and infeparably united, to 
him: as;;to the Fountain of their, /Be4 
. One with him'in;the: ſame Dis 
- vine Nature. and. Effence, 'and: All 
Three together , Accompliſhing , {Ef 
feQtiog and Perfectin [eh edemp+ 
tion bf Mankind. a ing diſtiaQ& 
ol in that Great. _ Blefleg 

or | in 


3; Bo As Regſon could not have town 
or found out any thing, of his, |, ſo. the 
Revelation of ,it was at firſt. very 0b. 
ſear and. Imperfedt ; there being. only 
e ſmaller Glimpſes,. and. leſſer, 
nifeſtations of it; . and. thoſe CT 
with. Types and, ſhadows, and. Prgy 
hetic Symbols, through which 
th faw - as through a Glaſs dark- 


ly, and beheld the. Promiſes of + 
Mu 4h yet afar off, ſo that the: Femſh 
Law - and ;Difpenſation,, though it 


wholl inted at. this. thing, . and 
<a : Chriſt 
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Chriſt was the end of it, -yet was 
but. a : Shadow of theſe good things to 
come, and Moſes had a wail over | his 
face, 'by which the Children of Iſrael 
could notſee to the end of their own 
Typical Inſtitution, t{ the wail was 
#aken away in Chriſt. And the Myſte- 
ry ' which was (kept » ſecret 

y ws the World began a, © 2 Cor. 3.14 
which been bid from 

Ages and Generations b, b Rem. 16. 25. 
and ' which in other Ages 

was not. made known unto 

the Sins of Men c, was by ©©% + 26: 
the Goſpel rerealed and ma- 

nifeſt and made known to all 

men, to the Gentiles as 

well as to the Jews 4. d Eph. 3. $- 


\_ Adam immediately. after his Fall 
had this Myſtery of Gods ſending 
the Meſſiah into the World for the 
Salvation of Mankind promiſed and 
revealed to him in thoſe words, The 
Seed of the Woman fhafl break the Ser- 
pents head, Gen. 3. 15. And no doubt 
he tranſmitted this great and com- 
fortable Tradition to all his Potterity, 
dallcg an 
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and there. ſeem to be the broken re- 
mains and -Chara&ers of it in :{ome 
pores of the Religion "of all Man- 
ind, efpecially in rhe general if .not 
Univerfal' Cuſtom of Sacrifices, and 
the ſecret -Cabs/s and myfterious: de- 
ſign ſeems to' run through the Gem, 
tile Theology, which was a corrups 
tion of the Patriarchal Religion, _ 
whence ſome Marks and Fageſcps o 
this ' Original Myſterionas Tradition 
were preſerved - and pans ie among 
the Gentiles, as appears in the Pro- 
pheſies of. Balaem of "Old, and the 
S$ybils afterwards, and in the Notion 
of a Trinfy arnong the Platonifts 
and others, 'which outdoes any thing 
to: be found about that matter in any 
ewiſh Writer, and muſt come from 
fome Antient Cabal/a, and Fraditio- 


nary Account of 1t. 


How far the Jews had a knowledge 
and belief of it, we want their Wri- 
tings to acquaint us, - though in fome 
of rhoſe we have, there are remark- 
able intimations of it, as in the Cat 


dee Paraphraſe the Meſſiah is © often 
called 


[15 ] 
called: the Mamra Fehove', the We 
of God, the %y&, as St. John talls 
him, and there, and in the Freraſa- 
tem Turgim, he is tepreſented as a 
ſabſtantial'* Word, and as a Divine 
Perfon ; and feveral of their Rabbies 
interpret that of 1x0 Pſalm, The Lord 
ſaid unto my Lord, of the Meſſiah ; and 
ſo that of Jeremy 23. where he 1s 
called the Lord, or Jehovah our Righ- 
teouſneſs ; and they often ſpeak of 
their -Emanations from the Kedem, or 
Fflence- of -the Antient of days; and 
m- their Frayers and Liturgies, par- 
ticularly in a Colle& ufed at the Feaſt 
of Tiabernacles, God is invoked as 
Sanctiffed with three SanQtifications ; 
and in a Famons Book among them, 
called "The Gate of Righteoulneſs, this 
SanCtification is called a Myftery, 
whereby, they ſay, is meant the Pro- 
ceffion of the Emanations from the 
Coron, 'which is the Myftery in I/a. 
6. 2. Holy, Holy, Holy. Galatinus, and 
Vorfin, and other Rabbinical Writers, 
PrRe many ſuch Inftances out of 

e Jewiſh Writers to this purpoſe, 
notwithftanding which T doubr rhe 
| Notion 
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Notion . of the 'Mefiah as a. Divine, 
Perſon, and as the Son of God in our. 
Senſe, was loſt among. all the latter 
Jews, who looked upon him. only as 
a Temporal Prince, and an Earthly; 
Monarch; and_ though in many places 
of the* Old Teſtament, and eſpecially 
in. the Book of Pſalms, there .are ſe- 
veral Proofs. and. Authorities for the 
belief of a Trinity, and the Meſſiab's. 
being a Divine Perſon, yet there 4s, 
nothing in their Revelation that has 
any Evidence of it equal to. that of 
the . Goſpel, and therefore  notwith- 
ſtanding all imperfe&t and obſcure 
Revelations of it before, it 1s called 
there « Myſtery, which hath been 
hid from Ages ' and Generatitns, but 
3s. now made manifeff, Coloſ. 1. 26. 
Which was kept ſecret ſince the World 
began, but now is made roma} he 
Rom. 16. 26. Which in other Ages 
was not made known. unto. the Sons 0 
men, as it is now revealed unto us, Eph. 
3. 6. Our Socinian Adverſaries will 
allow the Chriſtian Faith to be a 
Myſtery upon thele two Accounts I 
have mention'd. And I muſt. ___ 
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accountable to our 
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cancerning it, for then, it woulg. be juft 
ſuch : Mitt 


% 4 
. 


kno: BYrs at all of it, a Thing 
perfectly, unknown, a Nullity, a Non- 
Entity, ; which is ' a0, manner of - Ob- 
je& of our Faith,, and concerning which 
we -.caft neither, affirm or-fdeny an 
ng nor bave*any.Perſwaſion, or Dit 
ſwaſion about it. [The Truiity would 
= _ ld then 


fitions are) of thoſe T 
able to Faith) may be a. 


» 5 'Yet neither” are we 6% Joy Toh 
me thoſe Ideas thor to make op 
bpoſitibns out "df thoſe Te 
' be! inconfiftent with thei In 
b+5; ry Brig and'contradiat' one any- 
ther,” as to fay that they are One; and 
that "they are Three in the ſame reſpe 
the ſame Raf, and comfderation.” 
doing this,” or endeavouring to. do ie 
has wretchedly perplext our Chriſtian 
Faith, and made it be called by its E- 
nemies, a Myſtery of Nonſeofe, Abſur- 
dity an Colnradition, and expoſed it 
as Jch to our Heretical Adverfaries ; 
whereas had we gone no farther then 
SCrip- 
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nd by way of 
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which'is the great Reaſon - © 
-given'by the-Bathers of the * Zecdiaritr 
Divine Uniry, and in thi FN x 
the * _ agree” with ' nome: Dei. 
them, | Had we conſidered Cane eþl. 
this plainScriprural account, - gw 
and” obſervation- that one 
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© os avi ccianote. he, or beſides 
bim ; we had not given occaſion for 
that Toon" - —_ our peg mourn a- 

our. _ ” ts 1MPLy4ng 2 
Era ation, its ſetting up more 
—_ me x: the —_—_— __ 
we Pray toin-t 's, Prayer, af 
in" cchee Chriſtian © O 

dreſſes, whom. we. profeſs, to believe 
in, in our Creed,..and whom the Scrip: 
RO 

ty; an Onety 

ten Son, of the ſame Narure a 
ne ging 7 Gi, Apork is Gig bright- 

Of PS FRe @ (4 e 
of hu. : c ; and ray IX 
on s >. ig who the Chara- 
age and Attributes of Divinity plain- 
ly aſcribed. to him, and who is joyned 
th the Father, and the Son in the 
Office of Chriſtian Baptiſm, and in the 
Form of-Chriſtian Bleſſing, and againſt 


whom 
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whkirr the moſt high, and unpardon- 
able Sin may be commitred. © This is 
our* Chriſtian Faith which as it lies in 

ture has'no contradiQtion in it, 
thatT know of, nor do the ſeveral terms 
whereof it conliſts deſtroy, or oppoſe 
one another. | 


Theſe three are' one; is chonddy thing: 
m Scripture, or in.our Paith ho only thing 
as'a ContradiQtion, and in one; and the 
ſame ſenſe. it muſt' be: owned ſuch a 
downright contradi&tion, that it cannot 
be'true, ſome would therefore _ 
on throw our that are 
Sema to find ſome C gies of the 


fore confider the true ſenſe, 'and' mean- 
ing of the: words, which was not t6 
teach us a 'new way of pembring, or to 
deſtroy the nature of numbers, no more 
then when it is {aid Mar, «nd Wife are 
One, Chriſt, and Believers are. One', 


and the many "huntfred ' Converts to 
C3 Chri- 
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ther, and meant of him, when it. is ſaid 
both in the- Old Teſtament, and: the 
ME, New. The nr thy God 
Bent. 6. 4 ts One God, ana theie is 
Mark. 12. 32. vice cabitben: be. or beſides 
him ; we had not given occaſion- for 
that objeftion of our Adverſaries, ' a- 
ainſt . our Faith, of its implying: a 
Conrradiftion, or of its ſetting up more 
Gods than;one. The, One God whom 
we Pray to-in-the Lord's Prayer, .and 
in other Chriſtian Offices, and Ad- 
dreſſes, whom we profeſs. to believe 
in, in our Creed,.-and whom the Scrj 
ture calls ſd., is God-the Father ,,Al- 


mighty ; and be hath-an onely begot- 

ten Son, of the. ſame Narure and\Eſ- 

ſence * ith | rg If, m_—_ is ws bright- 

neſs of his , 4na the expreſs Image 

0 oo Perſon ; and. there x A i 

Holy Spirit ing from both, and 
by boek, W 


ſent ho hath the Chara- 
Qers, and Attributes of Divinity plain- 
ly aſcribed to him, and who is joyned 
with the Father, and the Son in the 
Office of Chriſtian Baptiſm, and in the 
Form of-Chriſtian Bleſſing, and ap 

whom 


| f 2T | oy 
whom the moſt high, and” unpardon- 
able Sin may be committed. This is 
our- Chriſtian Fairh which as it lies in 
the Scripture has' no contradiQiion in it, 
that T know of, nor do the ſeveral rerms 
whereof it conſifts deſtroy, or oppoſe 
one another. by ve | 


Theſe three are one; is the only thing: 
im Scripture, or in.our Faith thar ſounds 
as'a Contradiftion, and in one;: and the 
ſame ſenſe ir muſt ' be owned ſuch a 
downright contradiQtion, that it cannot 
be"rrue, ſome would therefore ow ur 
and throw out" that pail ge, and are 
very willing to find ſome Copies of the 
Bible withour'it, it being the only place 
of Scripture that fayes this, [but our: 
Saviour fayes ,” He, and bu Father are 
one, John 10. 360: and "three may be 
one as well as'rtwo. We muſt there- 
fore'confider'the true ſenſe, and/ mean» 
ing of the words, which was not ts 
teach us a 'new way of pumbring, or to 
deſtroy the aarure of nurnbers, no more 
then when it is ſaid Mar, «nd Wife are 
One, Chriſt," and, Brlievers are One, 
and the” many” "huntred 'Converts to 
C'3 Chri- 
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Joc of were' of aner; Hear" Aya 
ont Soul.; there are ſeveral forts of 
nity, there is' an, Unity of hrs 
and agreethient which may 

a great many, of Power, ie -Ainhs- 

rity which ,m ay be. polſeſſed and exe» 
cuted by ſevera Perſons,who may beat 
one General, Admiral, Chancellor, and 

even ont Sovercign,and Royal Monarch. 
A-great many Individuals may be:one in 
Nature; and Eſſence as all Mankind are, 
hence the DiſtinQion -of a Specifical 
and Numerical -Uvity, and of a Speci- 
Gtal and. Numerical Eflence, 'though'T 
take Eſſence: td be -a 'common es 
or General WW taking jn ſeveral | 

| .that there 1$+no ch 


choſsrhter bing Ing. may Demonns 
i0 any. way Whatever,>ſo:far as thoſe 
words alone '1mport;;\ but there are-0- 
ther places of Scripture; and-there 18.4 
connexion, and analogy of: our Faith 
from ' al} places, compared ther, 
which oblige us to belitve-that rht'Son, 


and 
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and Ho he jr; have: lame Divine 
Nature: and.Effence; with. the Father, 
fray, Pena, an T 
ang- Peepetu- 
ally and that they arent os 
$40 the Fountain of itheir ;Being; and 
= oxcnryilhy: and in ly- united 
tochim, and that he: is: the ſcelf-exiſtenr, 


inated:Prifciple, . the Root and 
Fen ofthe. De twoz, and there» 
out they are:One with: Jim, ; becauſe 
rv "woage'+ real Beings; : and | ful 


elr Mo lng . yet they are 
Om pr and in 
But. ſtile will be object s that 
each: of [4 AS is: God - the Father p 


e -is:God,, NN Moabery Kt If 

Three. Gods;:.and- yet: but One" God ; 

hana the contradiftion, ſtill. up» 
iT Anſwer; The: One God "is 
of:Goth the: Father 


* [onat. ene. 


any pra have ſhown arhansf. Greg, 
t many. 44 Nav. Euſeb.No- 

wat. Hilar. Am- 
y... Bifhop: > broſe , Aiiſtin , 
Creed, 'ob> Catv. Zanchy, 

m_ therNiame: Bull. 8g. 
«] Uaſ (God takes pre } I vr. £40! 


& often 


« -lity of 2 
main] 
thou 


heres” I have 
the Son! is: God, \and the Hol 


5 0 OE 
« .often in Scripture ſpokew-of rhe Father, 


aged: for the 
iplication', "ans Plur a- 
He laying the Unity 
done;: fo that 


be ackn0 


Ghoſt is Gat 3. which they are agt- ot- 
ren _calld, in! Scripture, Which: rather 


reſerves, And : 


* Obſervandum 
eft quodplerum- 


que Paulus ſuis. 


Epiſtolis no nen 
Dei Patri t#rt- 
buit in Novo Te- 
ftamento ple- 
rumq, tantum 
prima perſona 
wvocatur - Dems. 
Flac, lilyriF» 
Clavis .. Scrip- 
turz in (VEIDO 
Deus. 


ives.the name of. God 
ablolucely. and peculiarly:to 
the Father * ;"us, God loves 
rhe World, Gad ſent bis Son, 
andthe like ; .yet'neither: of 
them are meant by that one 


. 
* 


God which the Scripture 


ſpeaks of, -when it ſpeaks 
peculiarly: ofthe Father. 
They indecd-:having the 
Diyune Nature, and ; the 

ad Per- 


Divine Attributes a 
fins belonging to them, 


may_cach of chem be properly called 


God, - and 


the Divinity does certainly 


and 


_ 


[25 ] be 
and truly belong ro each of them, bur 
then "the Word God 'is not -taken 
alwayes in" one,” and the ſame Sence, 
but / it © is. ſofnetimes meant)” of one 
Perſon ; and. ſometimes of another; 
or of all, being taken either Eſſentially 
or Ferſonally, as all Divines own z, and 
generally it not ' alwayes 10 wv una 
taken abſolutely, and ſpoken ſo of. one 
God, it is' meant of 'God the Father, 
which may give us ſuch an account of 
the ,Trinity, and of the ih 
Unity, as may take off all © enim of 
rhe charge of a contradi- C4 a at 
tion ſince they arenotione, tradiftis Afir- 
& three, nor'is each of them 77 yr? 
God,and all'of them God,or wecatis enim 
oneGod-in'the ſame a wk pr, radiate 
ſenſe; and” meanitig'of the: | quin. Sum, £ 
words', but in different; ' 1- Qu. a3- 
Thoſe | Terms © being nor | 
alwayestaken'in the' fame adzquate U- 
nivocal 'Senfe, but are uſed often Equivo- 
cally.The Father's the only ſelf-exiſtent, 
unoriginated Being, the Cauſe,and Root, 
era fits of the other two as the Anti- 
ents'often call him, and ſ6 'is the moſt 
abſolutely Perfe&t Being , -and Gog in 
the 


RY [ 26 ] 
the higheſt 'Senſe, and the Sctiptures, 
-- thng -and Chriftian Offices call him 
ſo abſolutely and by way of Eminence, 
and Prerogative. The Son is produced 
of the Father and ſo is not 'Awntas, or 
God, -in'that Senſe as the Father who 
is from none, but is God, of God, | and 
is: very. God, as having the Divine Na- 
ture, and PerfeCtions belonging to: him 
but':Communicated and derived from 
the/ Father, as the- Holy: Ghoſt; from 
both. hy et 

# As by our Faiths being Myſterious, 
and Incomprehenfible, :and Unaccount- 
able to our Reaſon, I- do; not mean 
that ?its Idea's,' or Terms deſtroy .one 
another , or' -1mply:a | contradiction 
which is to: make- it -:contrary to: it 
ſelf , 1o- neither is 4t contrary. to 
any certain _ Principle --of Reaſon /, 
nor to any Natural 'Truth whatſoever 
known to us, If it were it. could not be 
true; for one Truth cannot be contrary 
to another, and what is true by Nature, 
cannot be falſe by Revelation, for then 
God the Author of both and the God of 
Truth would lye.and contradict _ 
To cre 


[ 37 ] 
Thetfe: are common notions, Principles 
of Reaſon, and ſome Natural Truths 
known by Senſe, and Experience which - 
we are as/Certain of as of our Beings, 
and which are-the Foundations of all 
Knowledge, and which we have fuch 
evidence of, that to give thera up would 
be to run_ into boundleſs Scepticiſme:, 
and:own nothing to be True, or Falſe, 
but that Got: hath made us of ſuch fa- 
culties, that we might be. deceived in 
every.-thing; now Revelation caa by 
no; means: deſtroy theſe , as that the 
whole is -greater- then'a /part, that. one 


is not three, nor three one in the ſame; 
reſpett; and meaning, that a Body can-! 
not: be :in-two places at once, that our; 
Senſes are true, and the like, and :there- 
fore Tranſubſtantiation cannot be true, 
nor.can that be the Senſe of thoſe words, 
rhis's my Body, but now in the Trinity 
thete'is nothing contrary to any Na-- 
thral/Fruth or to.any Principle of Rea- 
ſon, - for that God' ſhould have a Son-of 
the ſame Nature, and Divinity with 
tumſelt, and that at-Eternal Spirit ſhould 
proceed from both, tho": it be a Truth 
by it felf, and of: pure; and immediate 

Reve- 


[28 ] 
Reyelation which our Reaſon could not 
have found out from any 'known Pro- 
perty of the Divine Nature, nor 'from 
any Reaſon, and Neceflity in the thing 
it {elf, yet there is pps in it contrary 
to the Natural Notion of 'a God, or to 
any other certain Principle of Truth, or 
Reaſon:The only wa Jrre can be pre- 
tended is that of the Divine Unity, 
which is thought to be ſuch a Natural 
Notion as to be inconſiſtent with any 
'more Divine Perſons then one, and 
therefore has been objeQed againſt the 
Trinity by all the Adverſaries of-this 
DoQrine, by the Jews, and Mahometans, 
by the Samoſatenians , the Photinians, 
the Arrians, the Macedonians; and the 
Socinians who have all charged it with 
Tritheiſm, and Polytheiſm, contrary to 
the Divine Unity;but this has been 
not underſtanding,what the Divine Uni- 
ty was and whereig it truly conſiſted 
according to the Scriptural account [ 
have given of it, which wholly takes off 
this Objection ; | 
There are ſeveral things I own in the 
Bleſſed Trinity Incomprehenſible toour 


Reaſon, and Unconceivable, and Un-: 
accountable 


Nature! to him - with himſelf , whether 
this were by-a voluntary, or a nec | 
ProduRtion , and. Emanation, and;how 

the Proce(ion of the-Holy Ghoſt differs 
from the. Generation: of the Son any. 0- 
'therwiſe, than as that was an Emanati- 
on from. both, and not;from 'the Father 
alone, and how three-ſuch Infinite!. Per- 
ſans are ſo diftiaQt from one another;:,as 
not to be confounded, or be the ſame;tho? 
Omanipreſent, and/\1n-! the ſame Infinite 
'Vbi; and tho? ſoInſeparably united, yet 
the: one ta take fleſh, and be Incarnate, 
and weve the 'other Xs ot and wer 
things ' relating to thi ery: of. our 
Chriſtian Faith, areT ſay:-Incomprehen- © 
ſible, Unconceiveable, and Unaccount. 
able to our Reaſon, by whych I mean 
onlythat we can compare *em to nothing 
elſc thar. we certainly know , that we 
have no perfeQ, or abſolute — of 
them 
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daft abby th ad a ne 


no! adequate Idea ple, ' or complex, 
no {imilirude, of entation of any 
fich in-out minds from any 


cl{& in [/Nature;, | but that 'tis a | 
purely known, "and manifeſted by- Re- 
velation, joyning together, and conne&- 
ich Idea's concerning God;”"andfo 
ing them-to'the' mind as united 
roperher under-'one view, and ſo com- 


pounded, and com d with one an- 
hogs they donot diſagree, mor 
_ 4p mmengarr ' we ſee 


"or Con- 
jr 4 voy Pak '0 an cbſeare; and 
general, and corifuſed' view, had con- 
ception' of them, as ' we have al! 
Furs Objes,- which: af 00! 1 
too remote for our eye! 
ken, and yet we fee ian tho? 
the-naked Byeyy et by the holpof a glaſs 
or” Tel EL 0 asto be RO 
'Fruth of 


Anpualon: iSAas a Teleſcope, and'our 
Reaſon, and Underftanding//is- as . the 
Bye, which could not by / its naked 
Power diſcern, or fiad out thoſe high 


the 5 he is an i ro0 
and illuſtrious, ro look fully: _—_ 
dil weakBEyes : | 
"The Sun wrong Ti 
| is an.\uſta emblance 
et Trinity ,/ and is the beſt mat 
'one "that .'is "Nature, bur light 
heat are' hut-qualities, and i ; Ho 
ſubſtancial Things; and are though nor 
divided fron the Sun, yet withour it, 
ahd not in it; fo. the fountain, River, 
and ftreams hrs Bur imperfe& , par 
Kefer $, 45 having the cn. 
water inall, and not being cut off, or 
red fron che Fountain; but all 
ikeneffes muſt fail when apply MH 
cr repay gh is / £ 
TE fmage of God, and without it 
we! : hould not know what God, 2. 
I 


+ CEE 
& of GeV 


2 Which + iS-A 


Fe an Obj Troy it Self, tow 
nothing I alla One like,and ofwl NG 
we ci bee 7e..no- Comparative .know- 
ledge, nor, no.compleat, , and: adequate 
- Tdea, or. Comprehenſion ; for the two 
ſacred Originated Perſons PING two” 
faculties,but two ſubſtantial Perlansanc 
Real Beings ,; the Scripture alcribing as 
diſtin Properties, Relations, Attributes, 
Charafters, AQts, and, ne Peron to each 
of them as to any other diſtin Perſons 
and Beings whatſoever , as the Son to 
be begotten of the Father, to be. ſent 
into tze World by the Father, to pray 
to 


rations, 96 only as yariouſl 7 
two; ways, nor. areathey hey 066. thing 


ns Tal Oe Cloth 


wh the 


WITS ieocher che Son, the rd the 


ae the 


a vil 


bc NNN. Ns cag compare, .ti 

F om Pe dv 
Tn KER: Be Jncomproapaible, 
| us, for..'tis by 


ompariſon ſoa, Ne we chiefly 
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FIN ings, mg, 3a 
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hatd'to ig i 
Cen, 


ions EOS Jad 
ways hc wy of hs Av ef 
a of * oy a 
cannot; wg NE or wh 
neſs of theſe: things. their imagine 
tion ;  bnt-we know, "and þ bel peeve, Sig 


are wellaftird of Te no 
withowtthar 3 -_ 'k Math 


ities "aboy i 


tions bout Lines and Nu 

thing "ot Cofporeal, as' fine; 

tion ; the! As arid Opttitions of! our 

1." ſuch is Eg 

100fmy , Doubting, and 
& like IFruey e Know- 

ſon, wel redſog about, thot 

caft have'no Pictures, 'or imagii 

dza's 'of them; "or any* other hiketieffe 

of theti: Ifhall iow for the Deftnte 
; \ O 
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of Myſteries, and of the Myſtery of 
the Trintey, and the Chriftian Faith, 
that there are a great many other things 
which are Incomprehenſible, and un- 
conceivable to us, concerning which 
we are well aſſur'd, and have no doubt 
= them, and this in ſeveral Particu- 
ars. 


SS, YU nes ITO 


4 


1. In viſible Nature, and"in the 
Material World that lyes before us. 

'2, In our owh Minds, and in Spi- 
ritual Beings. 

3. In Arts, and Sciences. 

4. In Natural Religion. 

5. In Revelation, or-the other parts 
of it beſides the Myftery of the Tri- 
nity, and the Chriſtian Faith. , 

6. I ſhall add that the Sotinians, 
and other' Adverſaries to Myſteries, 
run into greater Difficulties, and In- 
comprehenſible things in their Schemes, 
than thoſe they oppoſe. 

But theſe, and what remains upon 
the ſecond General Head of Diſcourſe, 
to wit, how we are. to hold the Myſte- 
ry of Faith in a pure Conſcience, I ſhall 
leave to the Afternoon, 
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THE 


MYSTERY 


OF THE 
Chriſtian Faith 
AND OF THE 


| Bleſed TRINITY 


VINDECATED. 


"SERMON IL 


I T I'M. it. 9. 
olding the Myſtery of the Faith in a 
pure Conſcience.” | 


——_—. 


''' Propoſed to Diſcourſe from theſe 
77 words on theſe two things. 


I «tl; the Chriſtian Faith ic called « 
Mftery ? D 3 II. How 


[ 3* } 
II, How we are to ” hatd it in: £20 


jw _— war ella CA a —— — 


"The IPO IE a Myſtery, 
hangthewy upop _ Apconprs. | | Fi 


I. Po it was not haong by Natural 


Reaſon without an Expre fs and im- 
bender Fas 


Dev: 
2, rh was H 
ſcare $ewpaley Goſpel, 
«xd the Coming 0 
+ I's it 4s Te GEAR £0 our 


4 ' and” what we cant fulh 


Cor yet £h h de e2/gn after 
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| The $ forinlerre ang othey Advert 


ries to Myſteries, and to the Do&rine 
or the Ble = d Trinity are for Beliey 
ing nothing w hich cannot Com 


probes and. Underſtand, and will 'ag 
mit nothing My fterious in dAom a 
nity ; and therefore are for rejet 


ſ 
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Chriſtidh Fai to be a Myktery on 
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latter ; and they expoſe andridicule' all - 
Myſteries, and the; believing things they 
do-nbt underſtand: as! the! moſt abſurd 
and unreafonableOpinions, a5 the beliey> 
GR anicy withour any . 

le: or meaning;; as deſtroying th 
/ | centain- principles: of Truth: ahd Rea» 
ſon; and: u ing our elves. 'to. be- 
come Chriſtians; and ſwallowing down 
the moſt 'monſ{trous | Abfurdities and 
\| ContradiCtions,. ang calling'them by 

the name of 'Faith and Myſterics. - I 
:0 bave ſhown. that our Chriitian Faith, 
| <cven'that of ther Trinity 45 not{ liable to 
| thoſe Objettions; chat by its being Tn» 
comprehenſible we do not- mean that 
we have no Knowledge or Conception 
atall of it, \or chat is only £o, many 
waotds without: any ſenſe' or meaning 
underſtood by us, or that it-.is:.cantrary 
to-any natural Truth, or to7 any Prin 
ciples of Reaſon: kgown to-48,''or that 
it inplies./a Contradictios,: or has any 
Inconfiſtencics init ; but only: that 'we 
cannat naderſtand-it fully,; and every 


thing that belongs #0 it; thac there is 
nothing elſe we know to witch we:can 


compare it, nor have any perfgtt like» 
Worry D 4 neſs 


[is] 
neſs or reſemblance":of iv) by:any 
inviſible Nature or iv'ourown 
that it is/a'Truth and'an Objeft OTE 
ſelf; made' kgown to. us purely w 
velation;' and ſuch"a \Complex. 
Connexion” of Idzas:tharwe have: i 
_ other Idza, Similitude/or Repreſenta- 
tion that exaQly anſwers or.comes per» 
peared fo to, nad therefore it-is Incom- 
le and Unconceivable by us, 

any an Object too great.and too big for 
our. weak 'Reaſon and Imperfect Fa- 
culties fully to underſtand. That there - 
is ſomethin ing.io it beyond all our Know- 
—_y_ and all our Conceptions, and yet. 

that it is not. upon that account to be re- 
jefted and disbelieved by us; but fince 
the Truth and Reality:of .it is made 
known and diſcovered tous by Revelati- 
on, the Difficulty and {£5 6 amr 
neſs and: Myſteriouſnels « of the t 
not a ſufficient” Eg or R 
for: our not. believing it.” To —_ 
and Maintain this,' and' to: Defend the 
Myſtery. of. our Chriſtian Faith, and 
the: ine of Myſteries in General, 
I propoſed to ſhow arid: make out that 
there are a great many other Om 
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which ave Myfterious:and Incompres . 
henfible- to 'us, and. which. we 'cannot 
fully-Conceive or Underſtand; -and- yet 
do no'/way doubt the” Truth: of:« 
but Mankind are very well ſatisfied 
aſſured about them; Asz i ol hi 


TT CE 


- 
- 


1. in Viſible Natare, und in the Mu 
terial; orld that tyes before nes; © © 

2, In oar ewn Minds,; and in Spiritual 
Beings. Tgr17ts WEE 
3. In Arts and Sciences. 
4+ In'Nateral Religion. PR 210 
5. In Revelation, 1 mean;zhe other 
arts of it beſides the yof the 
Trinity, and the Chriſtian Faith." 
6. Laſtly, To theſe I ſhalladd; That 
the Socinians, and other Adverſas 


poſe, 


I. There ' are many things in Viſible 
Nature, and in the Material World, 
which are Myſterious and Incomprehenfible 
70 «4, Indeed all Nature is full 'of 
Myſtery , and ſhowes the ny 


[ 42 ] 
and :ancolnprebenſible /'Wiſdom of its 
Author and+-Contriver ;: the'Hea+ 
vens}aboye, where are-ſo:many_glori- 
ous {uminaries;lomany ſhining-Worlds 
and new 'Earths {o. much bigger than 
ours, 10 many-Globes-of Fire that are 
maintained we know not how; that 
keep ſuchexat Order and\.Diftance to | 
us and: to:one.:gnother, . and: move 1n 
their:Liquid Aither in ſuch exa& Lines 
by Cauſes unknown to us, asf fomany 
Intelligencies guided them rather than 
the whirling Streams of -theuwr own 
finid Vortices : The Earth alſo beneath, 
where are ſo many Animals -of ſuch 
curious Make and ure, that the 
formation of them, their Life; Motion, 
the» Compolition and Uſes of afl. their 
Parts are things to Jer -j 

prehended by us ; where e Fly, . 
and Ties, Cad Rey and maepice 
of Graſs we tread on, is beyond all our 
Knowledge and Phyloſophy to give a 
full account of ; Rakes the greateſt The- 
orift+ can no-more underitand all that 
belongs to emi. than he can make *<m. 
Theſe are fufficient Inftances of the 
Im 10n' of our Knowledge, and 
of the Greatneſs of Gods ; we that 
know 
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kaow Þo lutle: of them :and; of; our 
ions: how we” live or. how, we 


{o-mych as g'Finger;; how!.our. 


Bodies: were wonderfully: formed,-and 
curiouſly wrought in. the Womb ;aod 
how: Blood and Spirits make their -brisk 
Sallies through every part, andþy-ſuch 
variqus Fermentatians keep- up-'Lite 
and Heat in us, and how the {olgjun 
are nouriſhed and increaſed -þ 
ago how every new Fibre- a8 
is'woven and koit about EN 
an admirable Net-work, and unagcoun- 
table Mechaniſm is in the Eye,- Brain, 


ud ; in every part,and in the. whole 


We that: co and un- 
He little of this, and of our 
own bodily  Nathre, how can we be 
ſuppoſed ro ; underſtand and comprehend 
everything that belongs to the Divine 
Natures and. not be.as much. puzzled 
and confounded about the knowledge 
of that, as we arg about our own, 

Tf. we knew any thing perfettly, it 
ſhguld-be mazter ſurely, and what lies 
juit before: us. ng yet we know no- 
thing of-that bus its. oatward accidents 
and a few of its qualities, its colour and 
fgurs, and hardneſs or ſoftneſs, om the 
ike, 
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I} + 
like, but/its inward ſubſtance, and what 
is the*ſubje&t' and Subſtratum of theſe 
idents- and qualities we know no- 
thing.'of:-- How the parts of Matter 
are united, what ' makes 'them ſo: cloſe 
inſeparable in a ſolid Stone or Dia- 
nond: more than/in a heap of: Sand, 
whither reſtand juxre poſition, 'or what 
hooks'and faſtnings tyes them together 
. is unknown'to us; - whether the parts 
of matter are diviſible or indiviſible, is 
fuch'/a; puzzling -Problem, that both 
{fides have a Demonſtration though it 
be for a-plain Contradiftion. Light is 
the cleareſt obje& of! our Senſes,- and 
yet'our Knowledge of that is very dark 
and obſcure ; ' we-know not how it 
_ darts it {elf in a moment from Heaven 
to Earth; and how it cauſes Viſion in 
the Eye, and/how' fo vaſt a number of 
ObjeQs are received into that- ſmall 
Roorn at once, and' make their ſeveral 
motions, ' and draw -all their PiQures 
there; indeed how any of our Senſes 
ive. theſe Objets;- and how we 
ave ſuch Conceptions and-Phantaſms 
raiſed -in us by them, which are not in 
the ObjeQs themſelves, (for Bitter and ' 
Sweet, 
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dges"6t thitl them ſo fill,” 4tid af 
carf give ' a-full © account of 8, by 
{triate Particles: the the Ma in of 
the Earth, Eres is ng Tety little 
6p ih ie to ar Gocl quz i And 


| wa Appar te Ge ic 
are 
dhe B | fo Re Men and i 
pevlatioh, | hich wheh' obr Know: 
her Fei rovel .we ſhall* know bet- 
and Reflux of the Sea 
continues gt LO for NY, H 
theſis char cati perfet ONE The 
Ci ton" of the oo trough 'the 
Whole Body dn - ot long ago. tho oh 
to'be {6; "arid the riods of Apues aid 
Feavers is ſtill acknowledged to be; 
The þelieving there were Aiipoes 
was'not” ena es ago thought to be 
Ref and Yr Hius a Bis . 


» « © Aventin. An- 
in Germa) = Was” co: _— 


Litho for it by. Pope Z4- 

chary in 'the, $i, Century. "7 
The Phyloſophers Stotte has been great- 
ly talked'of,; and will be acknowledged: 
a ” Myſtery though fo many have pre- 
tended fo it; andeven though it were 
E found 
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Prgtes. 
may Fel 6 cu as always to. ap-: 
proach and come, nearer age ang ant 4) 
and yet never touch 0 . 
drawn in infinitum, T The lk like ene 
might be given of other Myſteries 1n 
Arts and Sciences,, which are as Incre- 
dible and Unreaſonable” to thoſe who 


do not know them, as any Myſteries 
WM 


if 
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b, a yet-are certainly true; 
f ly believed by thoſe 
yer-to- them a great many 
| hun po mg Frmpan 


Fruthr of ithem, and have no douds' A» 
bourchem:- And 1d it is in the Myſte- 
nies 'of Religion ;. *tis the ſhallowneſs 
and 'weaknels: of- our Faculties makes 
them difficulr and incomprehenſible to 
us : When we come to know God berrer, 
efpecially in another World, theſe re- 
veal*d ''Truths concer his N ature 
will be: better underſtood and compre- 
hended by us, though-now to deny and 
disbelieve them after they fo are fully 
revealed becauſe rhey are Incomprehen- 
fible, is as if'an Ignoranr Perſon ſhould 
call in queſtion all Truths of thoſe Arts 
and Gclances which he does not under- 
ſtand, and- which are Incomprehenſi» 
ble to him. 

4. There are Incomprehenfi ible Truths 
in pete Religion as well as in Re- 
penal in the Myſtery of the _ 

E 2 ian 
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ſtian Faith. God who 4s known by 
Nature, and whoſe Being'| and Perfe- 
Qtions are the great 'objetts. of natural 
Religion, is as Incomprehenlible and 
as.much too; big for our finite:Reaſon 
and Faculties fully ro Comprehend as 
any. of the: Articles of Revealed Reli- 
gion or Chriſtian Faith. | His. «ds or 
Self-Exiſtence is ſuch a thing\as' our 
bags ns Oy. loft about | whea 
we conſider of /it, yet. ſomething 
muſt be ſelf-exiſtent even by the Athe- 
iſtic hypotheſis... So ſomething muſt be 
Eternal, and- yet let any man try his 
thoughts about - Etermity, - Infinite 
Duration, or Infinite Succeſſien, and 
ſee how they are ſwallowed up inthoſe 
deeps of Speculation ? Let him con- 
ceive if he can. Eternity without Suc- 
ceſſion, and Immenſity without Exten- 
fion, and clear himſelf from that Con- 
tradiction, if applyed. to any-thing buc 
God, that what 1s' paſt or ſuture is yet 
preſent, that he now exiſts, to mor- 
row, and that a thouſand years ago his 
Duration was the ſame as now, .and 
nothing is added to it, he may improve 
theſe into as puzling and py 
ible 
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fible | difficulties if he pleaſes, as any 
_ thing about the Trinity. What ſhall 
we thiokof'that inextricable Difficulty 
of Gods preſcience of all Humane AQr- 
ons by which they are certain, and yet 
of our” Liberty by which they are con- 
tingent, - when it is as hard ro make 
thoſe two Conſiſtent as to make Father 
and Son'to be one, and yet we mult do 
{o, orelſe rob God of one of his great- 
eſt PerfeQtions, or elſe rob Man of his 
Will and: Freedom, and fo deſtroy all 
Moral Good and Evil. Since there are 
then ſo many Myfteries and Incompres- 
henſible Truths even in” Natural Reli- 
' gion, which.our DeiſtsT hope do fin- 
cerely believe, and which is owned to 
be the foundation of 'all other, why 
ſhould we wonder at thoſe-which arg 
not much greater in Revelation, and in 
the Myſtery of Chriſtian Faith. The 
Creation of the World out of nothing 
is as Inconceivable and as Myſterious 
as the Generation of the Son from the 
Father, and one Infinite Being 1s as 
much too big for our Finite Underſtand- 
ings to Comprehend as Three, and his 
Attributes and PerfeQtions are as hard 
E 3 tt 


[ 54 ] 


to;be diſtinguiſhed,and as irteconcileable 
with the ſimplicity of the Divine Na- 
ture as multiplicity of Perfons. His 
Tuftice and his Mercy , his Power, 
Wiſdom and Goodneſs are no more 
the ſame as conceived by us ; btrexcite 
as truly different Ideas 1n us as is be» 
ing a Father, and begetting a Son, and 
having a holy Ghoſt proceeding from 
him; but yet the three Perſons are 
more than three Attributes, and the 
fame perfon cannot be Father and Son 
to himſelf as he is Juſt and Merciful 
tous; nor is it only three Conſiderati- 
ons, Capacities, or Titles of one Be- 
ing, but three proper and diſtinEt Per- 
ſons that conſtitute the Sacred Trinity, 
Bur we may as well conceive a monad 
emaning or producing two from it ſelf, 
as Creating all things out' of nothing, 
and being as Tofinite as himſelf and the 
World both, and as having three ſeves- 
ral Attributes diſtin& tn themſelves,and 
not Confounded or Identified with one 
another. 

5. There are other Truths in Reve- 
lation as Incomprehienſible and Uncon: - 
ceivable as this of the Trinity, or the 

Myſtery 


= 3 8 
Myltery of Chriftiag Faith, To men. 
wn#; hing elle, om many PUCaCks 
WICN are Te BroG .CEMONITTATION 
of the, Divine 4 at rout d which 
muſt be acknowledged by all thoſe who 
admic it, and are not at all queſtion'd 
by:our Socinian Adverſaries, theſe are 
as Incompreheoſible agd Unintelligible 
to us as any Articles of our Faith; they 
are matters as much above our Reafon 
and do as much exceed all other chi 
we know, and. all, the .likeneſſes and 
compoſitions of any thing we aregac- 
quainted with in Nature, as, the Tris 
nity -or any thing elſe; in Revelation. 
The Divine Power 'is .ao more- limited 
to do. thoſe things ooly which we can 
conceive, than the Divine. Veracity to 
Reveal thoſe things only. which we can 
Comprehend, . and- yet: we. are to be- 
lieve both. If we could conceive fully 
how the one was done, we might do it 
our ſelves; and it: we. could compre- 
hend perfeQly how the-others are true, 
and how thoſe ſeveral Ideas are con- 
need and - agree together, we . might 
compound them our ſelves; and {o God 


would-not be more Powerful or more 
E 4 Wile 
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Wiſe than Man is. Our Finite Under 
ftanding is no more able tocomprehend 
all that God does, than our Finite Po- 
wer to effe&t every thing that he can: 
Miracles are as much above us as to 
FaQts, and as much Myſteries as to the 
Laws of Matter and Motion and the 
known properties of Bodies,as Revealed 
Articles are above us as to Truths and 
known principles of Reaſon, and as 
to any other comparative Ideas and re- 
preſentations of things which are Fa- 
miliar to us, and which we are well 
acquainted with. Our Adverfaries 
may therefore as well deny all Mira- 
cles, as being Unconceivable and In- 
comprehenſible to their Reaſon, and as 
Myſterious FaQts which are very much 
above Nature, and above all our Con- 
ceptions, as the Myfteries of Faith, 
and the Principles of Revealed Religion 
ſuch as the Bleſſed "Trinity, upon this 
very ſcore*'and account; and may for 
the ſame Reaſon diſcard all Revidalin 
and all natural Religion, which T fear 
is the deſign of ſome of them, but I 
hope not of the greateſt part. | 


Laſtly, 
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aſtly, I propoſed to ſhow that there 
ls as Red FD Mccultics and more My- 
ſeries in their ſenſe ; that is Tacantt 
ſtencies and Abſurdities in the Socinian 
Scheme and” Syſtem of Opinions than 
in the Orthodox Faith they oppoſe. 
'Thus to make a mere Man a God, to 
exalt a Creature to ſuch a Degree as to 
be capable of Divine Worſhip, to pray 
to him and truſt in him as a God, and 
hope for Salvation from him, and yet 
to believe him to be only a Man is an 
Abſurdity ſo groſs, ſo contrary to all 
Notions 'of God and a Creature, and 
confounding all this Infinite diftance 
and differetice between them, and ſo de- 
ftroying, all the Reaſons and arguments 
of giving Divine Worſhip to God on- 
ly, and ſuch a Principle of Paganiſm 
and Tdolatry ſo direaly contrary. to 
Chriſtianity that nothing is comparable 
to it, were it never ſo true, but which 
with the greateſt falſeneſs they object 
to the contrary fide, It does highly 
aggravate and increaſe this difficulty 
and abſurdity, and no way leflen and 
abate it, to aſcribe as they do all the 
Divine Perfe&ions of Almighty ch 
| an 
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a6 Infinite Goodneſs and, Vertual Om- 
nipreſcace to this mere Man and born 
Creature, which is; not only robbing 
God of his Incommunicable Attributes, 
and giving his Glory to Another, bur 
faking away all the ſtrongeſt Argy- 
mefits for proving. God to be Almigh- 

| and All perfebt by making a-man to 

* fo, and therefore capable to make 
and Create the World as well as God 
himſelf; for if he is capable of ſuch Per- 
feftions as belong to God, -he is capa- 
ble of doing the {ami things, and ſo of 
taking his Work out of his, hands, and 
then we cannot prove a.God from the 
Creation, ſince a man a Creature, if as 
powerful and as-perfe& as God© which 
they make Chriſt to be under this con- 
ſidetation, may-be- able. alſo. to effe&; 
and Redemption is-a Greater and amore 
Glorions work then Creation, and if 
that may be accompliſhed by. a mere 
man, and wecan owe our Salvation to 
himas:\ſuch, then we owe more thanks 
and greater praiſes and acknowledg- 
ments, and more gratitude to him, to 
the Lord that bought us than we do 
eyen to the Lord that made us. TI 
might 
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might Inſtance in a great many other 
Particulars, but I muſt proceed'to 


The. Second General Head of Dif. 
courſe, How we are to Hold the Myſtery 
of the Faith in'a pure Conſcience ; By 
which theſe feveral Phings may be 
mplyed, 


1. That out of Regard to the Revels 
tion, ana out of Conſcience of beljevs 
ing whatever God reveals to as, we 
firmly aſſent to it, and bring our Un» 
der andings to comply with i, not- 
withſlanding the Diffieulty aud My- 

.  fterionſneſs of the Thing, 
2. That we do 10t oat 'of V ahity or Sins 
| gularity, or from any faults of the 

Will or Siniſter Ends and Deſions 

pervert or corrupt or deny this 

fbery of Faith, 

3. That we'/ hold ail maintain it with 
Chriftian and Good Tempers. 

4. With 4 Good Life in General, and 

' with a Conſciente ſo pure «s to be 
void of all fin 4#d wilful wicked- 


neſs. 


1. That 
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\ 1. That out of regard to, &c. Other- 
wiſe we take away both the Truth 
$4" 4 and the | Authority of 
+= term »* Divine Revelation, and 
38. PS make it with'a late Au- 
_ thor, Not a' motive of Aſ+ 
ſent but only 4 means of Information, Or 
as he further words it, Not « Ground of 
aur Perſwaſion, 'or 4 Reaſon we have to 
believe a Thing, as if we-were to receive 
it only. becauſe revealed ; which he will 
not allow, bar. only from the evidence in 
the thing it ſelf,” and the clear Conceptiou 
we form of -it. If fo, then Revelation” 
is only to lay ſuch things before us, and 
we are to.judge-of the Truth of them 
our ſelves; and the truth of things de- 
pends not upon the Revelation, nor is 
aur belief of them to be reſolved into 
that, but into our own Conceptions, 
ſo that we arenot to believe them be- 
cauſe the God. of Truth reveals.them, 
but becauſe we have other. reaſons to 
know they are. true. This.is ſetting 
alide the Infallibility and Authority of 
Divine Revelation, and Judging the 
matter over again by our own _— 
| an 
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and making that-Superior'ro'it ; So that 
if '\what God reveals be never'ſo clear 
and; plain, and*the ſenſe and thea 
of the ' Words: be never ſo* evident, 
it here be not an Evidence in therking 
ahd it do not carry its own' > gn 
init,/ and we have not a perſpicuous 
arid-diſtint Conception” of it, then we 
 havenot: = wo believe- it! as' true. 
Arithis-rate*Revelation'muft' never 1 
beyond our Natural Knowledge, and 
tet» God: ſay; or reveal what he 
to- us, yet we-arenot bound to clieve 
nbarely: -upon his Word, without ſome 
perſia Gon'f —_ vo 

a rom't t lelf,”* 
:a molt : rogers fries 
mg-of 'God 'and''the Holy'Scriptutes, 
and- barring hem from revealing” 
rn us/ from [believir 
we'have not ſome further*grou 
an bs on for ir. But: ſurely God is 
e, and his Word'to be Citdited for 
it ſzif alone without: any' further Secu- 
rity . or/'Evidencei of 'the thing'it. ſelf; 
and if we are once ſatisfied about the 
Revelation,  and\ do own” thatixo®be 
true, We are- not" to demurce' to'the 
(36. plain 
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 Plaip ſenſe and meaning of it, th 
hors be ne - other Evidence int 
NOFany pther ground of yg 
yalion for the Truth of it but only 
that; and ſure we areas :much bound 
to briog our Reaſon, and Underſtand- 
ings to ſybmit to: the Truch of what 
God ſays, as our: Wills to the Obedis 
ence: of what he Commands ; though 
we- wy bee ilar rates ar \the Truth 
of chg- one or the: goadbels of the o« 
ther, andthough both may; ſeem: very 
60 Us 21 Elſe we make our ſelves, 
2nd not. God, Judges -of what. —_ 
and falls, and: either pended 
gat | to he! true, Whatever ſays: of 
itz, it, and::{d; Prevent any; Revclation ca. 
bout it4-/pr1 elſe Judge. it 'over again 
by other Meaſares, and'condeme and 
rejeQ is 'if ie-camport not with thoſe; 
and: be : not' cabformable: and | ible 
t our \Reaſon and + Conceptions | of 
- though we know _ of 
it but by Revelation, and "that both 
clear, and evident, and undoubted. 


2, Our holding the Myſtery of this 
Faith in a pure Conſcience, implies 
That 


ay 


plealing-vanity of be 
' Peace or.,0F being 
the Heads, of a Party, and giving the 
Namg FA enominatign, $0 a'New, 
W& of Follgwers, this has made a 
great 
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Ren many in frm and latter Apes 

up for new Opinions" in oppoſitiort 

tO the Antient Faith, and endeavour to 

ult 'that 'Jowii'thar they might ereQ 

Fred es of vair- glory to mſelves 
f 


'i5 not ſo eafje 
Of Oat indeed,” for others 


o5ydpethis of them; bur if 
judge eel, <atldſebtel- 
ally into'their own Heartsj. they would 
firid the” Truth and meanling of what 
the” Apoſtle fays, Tir. 5, 11... "That 
ſich"an” is emgaizers'condem? 
ned*of himſelf, 'and'beft knoys and is 
Confcious to himſelf of the undue and 
faulty Reaſons,” and the finifter and by- 

_ ends and-defig ins which werethe'Tecrer 
Springs'and' Cauſes of his He- 
refie, of his” Efpouſinig fuch* a'ſingiilar 
and- over 'Opipivn" "but 6f'a"{pirix of 
ContradiQion, or a ' proud Coniceited- 
neſs of his own Parts,” _ ot 


Learning above others, or r perhaps 
for ſome more” Worldly and Carnal 
Reaſons to'ferve' a Party or carry on 
an Intereſt, 'according to the Chara-” 
Qer the Apoſtle - gives of ſich aft 
Heretick of old, 1 Tim.” 6. 4; 5- He 
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+ proud, knowing nothing, but doting 4 
bout queſtions and ſtrifes of words, where- 
of cometh envy, ſtrife, railings, evil 
ſurmiſings, perverſe Diſputing of men of 
corrupt minds, and deſtitute of the rrath, 
ſuppoſing that gain is Godlinef ; And 
who for filthy Lucres ſake taupht things 
which they ought not ; as he charges 
them in another place, Tt. 1. 11. 
And in our days I doubt ſome mens 
oppoſing the Faith, and others con- 
tending about-it, is more contending 
for this World and ſome Intereſts in 
it, then for any thing elſe; Envy and 
Emulation and a Competritioa about 
thoſe being more at the bottom of ſome 
Diſputes among us, than a Zeal for 
the Faith, fallly fo called, and only hy- 
pocritically pretended : But this if it 
prove not a Corrupting: the Faith, is 
to be ſure not Holding it in a pure Con- 
{cience. For; 


3. We muſt hold this Myſtery of 
Faith with a Chrifttan good Temper, 
and not loſe that whilſt we are con- 
tending for the other, nor let our Con- 
tentions grow fo warm and intempe- 

F rate; 
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rate, ſo fierce and cruel as to forget and 
violate the plain Morals of Chriſtia- 
' nity, whilſt we are over-earneſtly gif 
puting for the Faith of it, or perhaps 
only for ſome” falſe and miſtaken, or 
at beſt ſome uſeleſs Opinions, and over- 
nice and ſubtle Controverſies about it. 
This has been the fault of thoſe who 
have contended more for Victory than 
Truth, and more for their own Credit 
and Vain-glory than the Chriſtian 
Faith ; who though they may be in - 
the right, as ?*tis ten to one that the 

are not, for Truth ſeldom dwells wit 

ſuch a Spirit of Rage, and Pride, and 
Paſſion, but rather with a quite other 
Temper, yet they- greatly deſerve the 
Cauſe they ſo unduly manage : And as 
they never are like to convince their 
Adverſaries , ſo they give others juſt 
ground to ſuſpect that they apply want 
of better Reaſon and ſtronger Argu- 
ments with weak and impotent Ca. 
lumny, and with undecent and unbe- 
coming Reflections. This is as Cri- 
minal and as Unchriſtian as the Error 
- or the Hereſie they are ſo zealous a- 
gainſt ; and tis to be doubted "cis _ 
ther 
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ther a falſe-Pire and an Hypocrirical 
Zeal, not Ea Cauſe iycericn fo 
much as their own - and that this is 
kindled not from' the Altar but forme 
other. place ,' and blown 'vp by ſome 
private pique and ſiniſter aligns, that 
thus blazes out to ſuch an outragious 
_ as to-conſume: and deſtroy. not 
only its Adverſaries, -if x were un its 
power, but even the moſt vitat and 
ſubſtantial parrs of Chriſtianity, Peace, 
Love and Charity ; and contends for 
the Chriſtian Faith with ſuck « moſt 
Diabolical and  Unchriſtiaa Temper. 
[This 'is very far 'from the Spirit of 
Chriſt and Chriſtianity ; and however 
precious the Faith be, yet the Apoſtle 
tells us, 1 Cor. 13. 2. 'if we hadnall 
Faith, and underſtood all Myfteries 
and all Knowledge; yet without Cha- 
| Fay we are nothing, however great we 
wy be in our own 'Thoughrs; and 
fuch a zeal of ſowrenels and bitternefs, 
as it is generally without Knowledge, 
Jo it is alwayes without Religion 5' and 
though it hold the Myftery of the 
Faith, and do not rather pervert and 
corrupt -it, yet to be ſure this alſo 1s 
ÞF 2 not; 
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not, according to the' Apoſtles advice, 
in a pure Conſcience. | 


Laſtly, This implies op with 
a good Life in general, and with a Con- 
ſence ſo pure as to be free' from all 
Sin, and all wilful Wickedneſs : For 
what does the moſt Pure and Ortho- 
dox Faith ſignifie, if our Lives are He- 
retical and Unchriſtian ? For there is 
no Hereſie ſo damnable and deſtruttive, 
and fo contrary to Chriſtianity , as a 
bad Life, and living by Principles of 
Immorality, and no Orthodoxy is com- 
parable to a good Life and a Chriſtian 
Converſation. God will ſooner for- 
give a great many Errors which may 
roceed from weakneſs of Judgment 
and want of Information, and be join- 
ed with probity and fincerity of Mind, 
rather than one Act of wilful Wicked- 
neſs and Immorality , which is com- 
mitted always againſt the Light of a 
Mans own Conſcience as well as againſt 
the Light of the Goſpel, and where 
there can be no pretence or plea of Ig- 
norance to excule it, 


Chri- 
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Chriſtian Faith, in the whole com- 
paſs of it, is defigned to be a powerful 
and operative Principle upon our Hearts 
and Lives, to be a that is not to 
be ſowed in barren ground, but to 
grow up in all the priviledges of Holi- 
neſs and Righteouſneſs, and to produce 
not only the Leaves of a formal Pro- 
fefſion, and the Bloſſoms of Chriſtian 
Faith, but the ſound and ſubſtantial 
Fruit of all Chriſtian and Divine Ver- 
tues. This Faith is not only to float 
1n our Heads,and overflow our Tongues, 
but to fink down into our Hearts, and 
become the Vital Principle of a truly 
Pious, and Holy, and Vertuous Life. 
Chriſtianity is not only to teach us a 
new ſcheme and ſet of Opinions, and 
to make new Articles. of Faith for us, 
but to make us walk in newneſs and 
holigeſs of Life, to ſer the beſt Precepts 
of Morality, and lay the beſt Models 
of Vertue before us, and engage us to 
follow them by the greateſt Arguments 
and the ſtrongeſt Obligations ; and if 
our Faith do not engage and prevail 
upon us to do this, it will be fo far 


from ſaving us that it will only more 
F 3 highly 
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condemn us , atid jhcreaſe and 
le our Eternal Damnation, Which 
God of his Infinite Mercy prevetit , 
through Jeſus Chriſt our Merciful Re- 
deemer. 


F943; 


THE 


DIVINITY 
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PROVED. 


SERMON UL 


JOHN x. 36. 

Say ye of him, whom the Father hath 
ſanftified, and ſent into the World, 
Thou blaſphemeſt ; becauſe 1 ſaid, 
I am the Son of God ? 


HIS is the Defence of our 
Bleſſed Saviour againſt the 
Charge of the Jews, who 


were enraged at his ſaying, that he 
F 4 was 
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was the Son of God ; for that it ſeems 
he had faid of himſelf by the words of 
my Text; and that he and his Father 
were one, v. 30. So that they took up 
ſtones to ſtone him as guilty of Blal- 
phemy, becauſe being a Man, he. made 
himſelf God, v. 33. 

There were ſome Hereticks of old, 
and are ſo now in our days, who call 
themſclves Chriſtians, but are much gf 
the Jews Opinion, and think Chrift'is 
but a mere Man, or a Creature, and 
that he is not the Son of God :n a true 
and proper ſenſe, nor One with the Fa- 
ther as to the Divine Nature; though 
they do not, like the -Fews, take up 
ſtones to throw at Chriſt, as challeng- 
ing this to himſelf, yet they: are if not 
ſo angry yet. more diſipgenuous tnan 
they upon one account, that they deny 
the true ſenſe and meaning of Chriſts 
words,” as he ſpoke bn underftood 
them, which the Jews fairly acknow- 
edged, and accuſed him upon it. 'The 
Fews owned the words of Chriſt 1n his, 
and in a right ſenſe, but denyed the 
truth of tlie thing; the Arriazs and 
gocipians deny both the truth of the 


thing, 
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thing , ' andthe true meaning of - the 
words. Now *'tis a matter of y 
great importance to be ſatisfied in both, 
to know and believe that that great 
Perſon, whom we call our Saviour, in 
whom we put our truſt, and confi- 
dence, and hopes of Salvation, whom 
we worſhip and pray to, to whom we 
devote our ſelves in our Baptiſm, and 
at” other times, that he is not a mere 
Man or Creature, bur as he ſaid of 
himſelf, the Sox of God in a proper 
ſenſe, and ove with the Father, as hav- 
ing the ſame. Divine Nature and El- 
ſence and Perfection. with him that be- 
got him, and ſo a proper object both 
of our Faith, Hope and Worſhip , 
which he could not be without both 
Internal and External Idolatry if he 
were not thus God, and the Son of 
God, and One with the Father in re- . 
ſpeft ot the lame Divine Nature with 
his Father. 

It ſhall be my buſineſs at preſent to 
Prove this, after I have made a few 
General Remarks upon this paſſage , 
and theſe words of our Saviour, 


The 
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The Firſt of which ſhall: be this» 
That the Fews underſtood our Saviour 
in this ſenſe; they ſuppoſed and con- 
cluded that he made himfelf God, by 
ſaying, That he was One with the Fa- 
ther and the Son of God; for this was 
all we know he ſaid : He did not fa 
direttly and expreſly thar he was'God, 
fo far as appears by the account” given 
by the Evangeliſt. Anda . *ronn of 
obſerves, Cardinal Cufa, 
Cardinal. Cuſa in Chriſt us Filium Det ſe H0- 
Cribrat. Alcoran. : | __ 
lib. 1. cap. 11, Pinavit ( &* Deun Pa- 
trem) & non Deum, cums 
nominatio Det fit nominatio Patris Chyi- 
. ti, And an Eminent Proteſtant, 'Flac- 
cis Ilhyrious, agrees with 
Flac. Illyric. Cla- him, In Novo Teft amen- 
bing <a " 70 plerumg; - re Per ſo- 


na vocatur Deus, & ple- 
rumq; Panlius in ſuis Epiftolis nomen 
Dei Patri tribuit. But to be one with 
God, was to be underſtood to have 
one Nature with him ; and to be the 
Son of God was to have this Divine 
Nature communicated to him from 
God the Father, and ſo to be God, or 
to wake himſelf G:d, or aſſert — 
Clzre 
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clare himſelf to be ſo in that ſenſe, 
Thus the Fews took our Saviours words, 
and thus underſtood him ; and they 
probably had very great and particular 
Reaſon ſo to do from the Phraſes and 
Expreffions then in uſe, and from ſome 
Learned Writings or Authors of Cre- 
dit among them at that 'tirhe, *tis cer- 
' tain they immediately put this ſenſe 
upon them : And this was the Ground 
and Reaſon of their charge of Blafſ- 
phemy againſt Chriſt, that he made 
himſelf God by making himſelf one 
with the Father and the Son of God ; 
and- no doubt this was the true ſenſe 
and meaning and import of our Savi- 
ours words, according as they under- 
ſtood them, eſpecially. 

2. Becauſe our Saviour did not deny 
this, nor any way diſown this ſenſe of 
them, nor ſay any thing to ſhow they 
were miſtaken in the ſenſe of his words, 
or to correCt and undeceive them. Now 
he would certainly have done this both 
to have corrected their Error, and to 
have defended himſelf againſt their 
Charge, had it not been true, that he 
made himſelf God by thoſe words of 
(492 his, 
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his, as they, underſtood them, Had 
his words. been to. be taken in the ſenſe 
which our -Sac:a;4» Adverſaries would 
now. put upon them, . FT hat--he was 
One with the Father only.by Conſent 
and Agreement and : not; by. Nature, 
and the Son of God only by Adoption 
and Favour, ,or upon the account of 
his extraordinary Human Birth, ; his 
Reſurre&ion from the-Dead, his Me- . 
diatorial Office, and great. Authority 
to. which . he was advanced after hus 
Aſcenſion, though ir had been a ſtrange 
Prolepſis to have called. himſelf ſo then 
upon the, three laſt accounts, and not 
as the True, .Froper and Natural Son 
of God, our. Saviours words had then 
given no ground or occafion-for ſuch a 
Charge. as they laid againſt, him, -and 
he might eaſily have took [it off, and 
vindicated himſelf by telling them, that 
they miſtook his words, and that he 
did not mean them 1a the ſenſe in which 
they falſly underſtood; them 1; and this 
no doubt he would -have done, had it 
been truly ſo, and had not. their ſenſe 
of them been true and- allowed by our 
Saviour, It would have been hardly 

conſiſtent 
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conſiſtent” with his Sincerity and Pro- 
bity, his Integrity and Honeſty as a 
Man, if he had not been God too as 
he was the Son of God and One with 
the Father, to let the Jews underſtand 
| his words in ſuch a wrong ſenſe, and 
lay fucha high Charge of Blaſphemy 
againſt him upon it, and not to fay any. 
thing to: ſhow they were miſtaken , 
and to correct their Error, and to pre- 
vent their Sin, and to riikioani'te 
fend himſelf ; for otherwiſe it will look 
as if he had been willing to let their 
Miſtake paſs, though he knew ir to be 
{o, andtoafſume to himſelf the Vanity 
of being thought to be God, and by 
his words to'make himſelf ſuch; rho? 
he had never ſaid it or thought it, but 
knew the contrary ; which 1s an into- 
lerable RefleAion upon the meek and 
humble Jeſus; | and not oniy upon the 
Truth of his Divinity, but even his 
Honeſty as a Man, 

3. The Argument which our Savi- 
our uſed to defend himſelf againſt their 
Charge. This does not invalidate (as 
our Adverfaries imagine) the truth of 
his being One with the Father by Nas 
ture 


, 
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ture, and the proper Eternal Son of 
God : *Tis this at the 34, 35, 36. Ver. 
Jeſus anſwered chem, Is it not written in 
your law, I have ſaid, ye are gods? If 
he called there gods, unto whom the word 
of God came, and the ſcripture cannot be 
broken : Say ye of him, whom the Father 
hath ſanttified, and ſent into the worla, 
Thou blaſphemeſt ; becauſe I ſaid, Iam 
the Son of God ? Theſe were called 
Gods in the ſtile of the Fewiſb Scrip- 
tures, and particularly P/al. 82. 2, who 
were called by God to be his ummnmediate 
Miniſters and Officers, as Moſes and 
other Magiſtrates ; therefore whoever 
uſed that Name was not, - according to 
them, to be charged prefently with 
Blaſphemy, much leſs he whom the 
Father hath ſanQtified, choſen and ap- 
pointed t9 the great Office of Meſſiah, 
and then ſent him into the TI to 
execute it. Whether 
mo nan Notwan There be any force in 
reſtringunt eg? extendo ad what {ome oblerve 
ws erihu Perints mn (4) that the Father 
Celo hic uns fuit jele$#s choſe him the Se- 
ad hoc Officium Media- cond Perſon of the 
tors. TZanch.” de trib, r* 
Eloh, p. 124- Frinity rather _—_ 
firs 
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the Third 4 and that there is alſo an 
Emphaſis in the words, And /ent him 
into the world, after he was firſt ſanRQi- 
fied and appointed by God the Father 
in Heaven, where he was 
before his Natural Begot= (3) Maldonar. 
ten Son (6), and afterwards #® /. 
ſent into the World. This 
T ſhall not inſiſt on, but only allow 
that this' was Argumentum ad homines, 
as we ſay, ſuch as Chriſt thought the 
fitteſt and propereſt to offer at that 
time to: thoſe groſs, and ſtupid, and 
ignorant FJewsſþ Accuſers, and that 
was indeed only 4 minori ad majus , 
whereby he deſigned only to wipe off 
the blackeſt and fouleſt parts of this 
| Charge, but not to inform and inſ{trudt 
them 10 fully and perfectly in a Truth 
they could.not bear, and were not pre- 
pared then to receive ; however hz 
would not deny, but did own and ac- 
knowledge their Charge of his making 
himſelf God, in their ſenſe : And if 
this be not proved from theſe words of 
his here, yet it is no way difproved, 
any more than when he was asked, 
whither he were the Chriſt or Mefſiah, 
firs 


: as 1 
- % = 
"_ » i Ly 
"oy WF 4 s ? 
"* 4 TY 


[ $ ] 


his not anſwering direaly proves. that 
hewas not ; or his not inſtructing his 
Diſciples ſo fully about his Crucifaxion 
or Reſurre&ion,- proved he was not to 
Dye' or to Riſe a Neither the 
Fews nor the Diſciples themſelves could 
bear ſome Truths at firſt, nor the full 
opening the Myſtery of the Goſpel all 
at once; nor had Chriſt diſpatched all 
the work -of his Life, nor was then 
willing to dye, or be ſtoned by them 
for a direct Charge of Blaſphemy. : And 
therefore though he did not. deny the 
Charge, which he would have done 
had it been falſe, yet he avoided it and 
defended himſelf againſt it, as far as 
his Infinite Wiſdom thought then pru- 
dent and convenient. But there are 
other places and other Arguments to 
prove Chrilts Divinity to us, his being 
one with the Father in Nature, and 
the Natural and Eternal Son of God ; 
which I ſhall now produce, and then 
ſhow the uſefulneſs and neceſſity of 
this Doctrine. | 

\ T ſhall not produce all, but only ſc- 
le& ſome that are the moſt plain and 


conſiderable. 5 
The 
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The Firſt ſhall be:his 'Ticle-and Chao 
rater here given by himſelf ; The Son 
pi pe his making God his Fa+ 
ther, whichas to be meant 'in' a proper 
«ny "moſt-excellent and natural ſenſe, 
the account of: his Divine and not 
be- 
ing to-that, as :he was the Son of 
__ antecedently-to ere being born of 

Virgin,: as bagot the Fa- 
ther fromall Ererai —_ havi bro 
Divine Being:/trom'the Father, 
fame [Nature with himfelf. For: the 
the {owe of muterwngy $= pic, 4s 
tos rs: co: 
himſelf upon other / accounts. ; Np 
calls the Children of- 1/ract his Son, and 
his Firft-borng Exod! 4.22. as being 
m2 ſtate of ::Favour and' Covenant 
with- him. ver Aalopted are = 
more-eſpecially the Ado Sons, 
ray Se rye God,-.in the Scripture 
ftile..- AntChriſt himfelf 15 called the 
Son.of God upon ſeveral other accounts ; 
- as: upon his routing Humane . 
Birth and: Conception” by the Holy 
Ghoſt, | Lake/1:35; upon account of thus 
Reſurrection, bis ” tas the Firſtborn 


or 


his Humane Nature, or any 


Gol 
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ox Firfi-begotten from the Dead ; St. 
Pew! applying: 10 him-the- words of 
David 10 Sh, Plalmy . Thos art 
wy ny ca this 1aay have - rye Sogn 
ypon: this; very account, Hs 213. 33+ 
I iaafarwithds upon: his: A a 
he was made: Heir iy all chin 
mu. Frniows ;Col'1, 1 5. The frſ-hrw 
aud. heir of.-the whole; kites, 
there.,is a: higher. Ground! and Reakak 
than-all. theſe: of this'great Charafter 
giyen.to Clirift in! Scripture; the" Soi 
ok1God , ls bom lis Eternal Divine 
04 Joi mg atten of the 
inhisown: and: Image, 
and having his Divine:Nature: .comimus 
nicated to hin; for this: the'firſt a 
moſt. proper . Notion: of a'Sor, 'Ano« 
Perfan | or Being, for | #uMa res: ge- 
nerat ſeipſam,\ as St.) Auſtin. _ de 
Tris. 4... 6%. produced| or begotten 
ie-the fame Nature 'and : withy 
its Father or Producent::\ Phat Chrifb 
was thus generated of the; Father, and: 
of the, Su .of the Father, and 
not. Created or Made, % #+w, as the 
4rrians held, and; that he:was the Son} 
af: God, and' God his Father, in; this 
| proper 


th) 
toper and:excellent ſenſe; as the Chris 
mn Church'has alwayes declared and 
ern ſdtheScri bears witneſs 
age aces where it calls 
% aſcribes the Divine 
Mars -and-Divine PerfeCtions to ka 
ag-T: ſhalt ſhow ir does, and io 
was inthe » before the W 
| or from(all Eternity > with God ; 

that” he was er he Boren of BG 
ht it gor to be equal with 
-4 e, as having the fame Nature 
him, which muſt be by that Com- 
mnmmictricer of it which we call Gene- 
ration; for he had' not this from him- 
ſelf,” or from none, but from anorher, 
whois therefore calld his Father : But 
on this —_ . _ Moms _ the 
propriety of t es, his being 
the rich God, and God being his 
Farher';" which are co” be underſtood in 
the proper, literal and natural mean- 
ing, as all perſons would underſtand 
them. when ſpoken of a Humane Fa-« 
ther” and Son, - and ſo they are to be 
raken” when there is not a Connotarion 
or 4 particular Reaſon expreſſed to de- 
note an- improper and IN" 
2 uſe 
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uſe of them : And there is one word 
frequently uſed in Scripture, which I 
think is a ſufficient proof of this, and 
that is when Chriſt is calld not only 
the Son, but. the only Son, and the on- 
ly begotten Son of God, as John 1. 14. 
John 3}. 16. 1 John 4 Y. grows os 
m-ereds, 15 a verbal ſignifying as much as 
words 3 meTp3s yurnets, and Morwiis, or 
#14-genttis, 1s one Who has no partner 
or ſharer in that Sonſhip which 1s aſcri- 
bed to him; but Chriſt, as an adopted 
Son, has many Brethren, and there- 
fore it muſt be meant of that Divine 
Generation and Sonſhip which belo 
to him alone ; and God by ſending his 
only begotten Son intended to expreſs 
his utmoſt Love to Mankind, and to 
that purpoſe St. John uſes the phraſe, 
God jo loved the world, that he ſent his 
only begotten Son : But nothing raiſes 
this Love ſo high as his ſending his 
own Natural Son, a Perſon of the 
higheſt Dignity next to himſelf, and 
one of the ſame Divine Nature with 
himſelf, whereas if he were only an 
Adopted Son, or a Son upon the other 
accounts only, neither the Love of the 
Father, 
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Father, nor the Condeſcenfion of the 
Son would appear in ſuch Great Cha- 
racters as the Scripture deſignedly ſets 
them out by. 

I have. inſiſted longer on this Title 
of Son, and only begotten Son, be- 
cauſe they are the only words in the 
Apoſtolicl, and. the oldeſt Creeds, to 
expreſs the belicf of Chriſts Divinity, 
thereby "deſigning to anſwer a great 
ObjeQion of our Adverfaries. I ſhall 
be more brief on the reſt. 


2. As Chriſt is called the Son of 
God, ſo he is called God alſo in Scri 
ture in ſeveral places, Jobs 1. 1. The 
Word was with God, and the Word was 
God. * My Lord and my God, FJohn 20. 
28.. God bleſſed for ever, Rom. 9g. 5. 
And in others, eſpecially thoſe taken 
from the Old Teſtament, and applyed 
to Chriſt in the New. Now what 
can our Adverſaries ſay to this ? Some- 
times they ſay, The Word is not meant 
of Chrift : But that is ſo undeniable 
in: ſome places that they cannot -but 
own it : And therefore they ſay, Chriſt, 
though having only the Humane and 
G 3 not 
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aot the Divine Nature is called God in 
a certain ſenſe, viz, by Office as Moſes 
and other Magiſtrates, who were the 
Miniſters, and Deputies, . and Embal; 
{adors of God, and upon that account 
have that Name ſometimes attributed 
to them; and Chriſt by having that 
extraordinary Office of Meſſiah, and 
that extraordinary Power over all 
things committed to him as Mediator, 
after his Aſcenſion , is upon this ac- 
count they ſay, God, and may be cal- 
led. God, and the True God, and the 
moſt High God, - as Soczuws, Stichtsn- 
gius, Smalcics, Ruarus, and others of 
them ſpeak , but ftill they deny that 
Chriſt is God by Nature, or that he 
has the True Divine Nature, the ſame 
with the Father, belonging to him, 
but only as a Man he is made and-ex- 
alted to be a God by being advanced to 
an extraordinary Power- and Authori- 
ty over all -other Creatures , but” this 
leaves him ſtill in the rank and: order 
of Creatures ; nay, makes him a God 
of a meer Man, a Late not an Eternal 
God, One who had no-Being before he 
was Born of the Yirgin, and no Divj- 
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ny till after his ReſurreQtion and his 
Aſcenfion into Heaven ; fo that they 
may date his $5 , and know exa@t-+ 
ly how many Years and Dayes he has 
been God tn their Ridiculous, Blaſphe- 
mous and Heatheniſh Senſe of the 
word God : But God is an Eternal, In- 
finite, All-perfeQt Being, who was, 4nd 
is, and is to come, whoſe Exiſtence is 
Neceſſary and not Contingent, Eternal 
and not of Yeſterday, who has the 
True Diviae Effence and Nature, and 
the Incommunicable Excellencies and 
PerfeCtions belonging to it. ' And in 
this ſenſe Chrift is God and True God, 
and God by Nature, as I ſhall prove 
evident! m Scripture. He 1s not 
indeed God the Father, or God from 
none ; "Avntids, eunywls, "Aunt, afar; 
«nia, in that ſenſe we believe in One 
God the Father Almighty, and to us 
there is but One God the Farther, as the 
Apoftle ſpeaks, x Cor. 8. 6. and Chritt 
.1s the Son of this God the Father , 
who had his Being and Nature from 
him, bur he is God of God, very God 
of very God, as the Nicene Creed ex- 
prefſes it, has the Divine *Natore and 
G 4 Divine 
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Divine PerieAions Naturally -belongin 
to him, and in that Senle 1s true God. 
This I ſhall prove further. 

3. From his being joyned with the 
Father in the Baptiſmal Office, and 
in the Chriſtian Form of Benediction, 
as we have them, Mat. 28 19, 1 Cor, 
17. 14. Now can we think that 
Chriſt and the Holy Ghoſt would be 
joyned together in both thoſe with 
the Father, if they were only Creatures 
though of the higheſt Dignity and Quali- 
ty, and were not truly God and of the 
ſame Nature Honour and Dignity 
with the Father, We may as well and 
much better ſuppoſe that a Charter of 
Priviledges ſhonld be Granted 1n the 
name of the King and of two of his 
greateſt Subjects, or Homage Sworn 
to them and to the King both toge- 
ther, and that they ſhauld be joyned in 
the ſame Royal and Sovereign Ads of 
Favour, and have the ſame acknow- 
ledgements and Oaths of Fidelity made 
to them, as that God the Father ſhould 
be joyned with two mere Creatures in 
ſuch Solemn Religious aQts of Chriſti- 
anity ; Baptiſm is the Higheff uw | 

mo! 
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moſt Solemn Devoting, and Dedicat- 
ing our Selves to God, and profeſſing 
the ChriſtianPaith by the ſpecial and dit- 
tinguiſhing CharaQters of it, as cons 
taining the Belief of Father, Son and 
Holy Ghoſt ; which are the Funda- 
mental Yreeiouan of Chriſtianity,as di- 
ſtint from natural and Jewiſb Religion : 
Now to do this to Creatures, or in 
the name of Creatures as well as God, 
would be a ſtrange anomally and unac- 
countable abſurdiry. 'The Jews indeed 
were Pageeget into Moſes in the Cloud, 
and in the Sea, x Cor, 20. 2. as our Ad- 
verſaries often remind us ; but this was 
only Myſtically and Figuratively and 
almoſt into the Religion delivered .by 
Moſes, they were not Devoted-to Moſes, 
but to the God of I/rae/, nor were Bap- 
tized in thename of the God of 1/rael 
and of Moſes joyned together , as 
Chriſtians are in the name of Father, 
Son and Holy Ghoſt; nor was there 
ever any BenediCtion given in the name 
of Moſes, or of Abraham,and the like, but 
only in the name. of God, the God of 
Iſrael ; who would not give his Glory 
toanother, nor allow any Creatures * 


LET 
be his Rivals, or ſhare with him in 
the moſt Religious Ats of Homage 
and Fealty, and in the incommunicable 
rights tenders and acknowledgments 

Divine Honour payed to Him, or 
in the Grants and Donations of ſpecial 
Favour that flowed and iflued from 
himſelf alone. So that T take this Form 
of Chriſtian Baptiſm , and Chriftian 
Bleffing to be a very ſtrong Evidence to 
all but perverſe Unbelievers of the 
Divinity, both of the Son, and of the 
Holy Ghoſt, who are thus by ned 
with theFather in very ſhort and + kong 
Forms, as of equal Honour, Power 
and Dignity with him, to whom Chri- 
fans are alike to Devote themſelves, 
and to expe&t like Bleffings and Fa- 
vours from all of them. | 

4. The Divinity of Chriſt is nay 
proved and Demonſtrated from ſuc 
Divine AQs', and operations , fych 
Divine Excellsncies, Attributes and 
PerfeCtions as belong only to God and 
the Divine Nature, and which are 
expreſly aſcribed to Chriſt im the Holy 
Scriptures, as to Create and make 


the World 'to be Omnipotent, Omni- 
preſent, 
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preſent, Omniſcient, 'Eternal,. and" the 
hike : 'The'Notion we have of a God, 
is a being endued with theſe ' Infinite 
Perſe&ions, which cannot belong to'a 
Finite and Limited Creature however 
excellent , unleſs we confound the 
Idza's of Finite and Infinite of God 
and a Creature, and bring the one 
down ſo low, or raiſe the other fo 
high as to make no difference be- 
tween them. "Theſe are the proper At- 
tributes, Properties and Excellencies of 
the Divine Nature; and he that hath 
theſe. muſt have the Divine Nature , 
from whence they Reſult, andto which 
they peculiarly belong. Now that 
Chriſt is Omnipotent, appears from his 
making the World ;- for nothing but 
Almighty Power could do that, and 
produce all Things out of nothing, 
which 15 what we mean by Creation 
Now the Scripture'is poſitive that aff 
things were made by him; and that without 
bim was not any thing made that was made, 
Joh. 1. 3. For by him were all things 
greated that are in Heaven, and that are 
in Earth, viſible and inviſibe,-all things 
were created by him, and for him. Colol. 

| I, 16. 
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1.16, and by him God made the World, 
Feb. 1. 2. To fay all this is meant of 
a Spiritual Creation, or of Chriſts mak- 
ing a new Golpel World, and not a 
Natural, is ſuch an unnatural and ridi- 
culous force and violence to the Words, 
as not only Confutes, but Expoſes it 
felf, and makes the plaineſt words in 
Scripture, even thoſe that deſcribe the 
Creation in Gereſis, and Chriſts Birth 
in St. Matthew, and the whole Scripture 
Hiſtory to be liable to be rarefied away 
Dy a ſtrained and forced Allegory. 
It Chriſt then Created all Things , He 
is certainly God, for he that Built or 
Made all Things is God according to 
the Apoſtles Argument, Heb. 3. 4. And 
if his Creating te World doth not 
prove him to be truly God, then we 
cannot prove a God from the Creation, 
and that undoubted Argument for the 
proof of a God muſt be given up, 
which the Atheiſts will very much thank 
the Arrians for. 

That Chriſt is Omnipreſent appears 
by his Promiſe to his Diſciples, Mar. 
18.25. that where two or three of them 


were gathered together in any _ 
0 


[ 93 | 


" of the World, there he was in the midſt 
of them. That he is Omnilſcient is tefſti- 
fied by Sr. Peter, Lord chow knoweſs all 
things, Joh. 21. 17. and that he knoweth 
the hearts of all Men, and will j 
all Men at the laſt Day. That He 1s 
Eternal and was not only before Abra- 
ham, but in the beginning before the 
World, which is a Fewiſb Phraſe for 
Eternity, 1s plain alſo from Scripture, 
notwithſtanding all the little Cavils of 
our Adverfaries : If Chriſt then be the 
Omaijpotent Maker of the World, who 
upholdeth all things by the Word of 
his Power, by whom all Things ſubſiſt, 
who. is an Omnipreſent, Omniſcieat 
and Eternal Being, He is a God by Na- 
ture of whom. we cannot have a higher 
Idza and Conception, only that He is 
not from himſelf or from none, which 
belongs only to the Father from whom 
he received his Being, and all the Per- 
fections of it. 
5+ The Divinity of Chriſt appears 
from our Praying ro him and Worſhip- 
ping him, our invoking and Adoring 
im as we are Commanded to do in 
Scripture, and as has bin Obſerved by 


the 
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the Chriftiati Church in all Ages. For 
nothing is an Obje&t of Divine Wor-' 
ſhipbut -God ; ora: Being that has the 
Divine: Nature and Perjections, .'Thow 
foalt Worſbip the Lord thy Ged: and hins 
only: ſhalt 'thou ſerve, 'is a ftanding Rule 
both of the Fewifb and Chriſtian Reli- 
210n,. Deuf. 6. 13. Mat. 4.10. and of 
Natetal too; for the Glorious and Inkfi- 
nite: Excellencies of the Divine Nature, 
which-cannot | be Communicated to a 
Creatare;. and wherever they are Com- 
municated Conftiture that Being a God ; 
theſe, are the Ground: of that Peculiar 
and Incommunicable: Honour which we 
give” to: God, and the Infinite diſtance 
between! God and , Created Beings, 
who however: Excellent, yet are Tafi= 
nitely. below' the. ſupream 'and tran(- 
cendent  Exceittenciesof the Divine Na+ 
ture' .makes Creatures : uncapable of 
Divine Worſhip, and makes always 
unlawful in us, ahd a robbing God'of 
his Gtory to give it them. 'The Arriaxs 
therefore/ were alwayes accuſcd by the 
Orthodox of Idolatry for Worſhipping 
Chriſt, and believing him. to. be a 
Creature, though of the higheſt ya 
that 
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that could be : And when Socines had 
perſwaded; his Diſciples to DiF-believe 
Chriſts Pivinity , Davids, and ſeveral 
of them rightly concluded that 'chen 
he was not to be Worſhipped ; and our 
late  Sophiſters ſeem- inclined to agree 
with them: in this, finding it impoſſi- 
ble to avoid the fame Charge in Woe- 
ſhipping Cheift as a Man, gh ne- 
ver ſo exalted, that lyes againſt the 
Church of Rowe for Worſhipping 
Saints and Angels,” and - the Vir 
Mary ; and that they can no way come 
off, but 'by the. fame diſtinftions of 
arr and S:xdes Sovereign and Inferiot 
Worſhip,” which are equal, but ' very 
weak Pleas to Defend Popery, Paganifo 
and $qciriaziſm, But how bold 'and 
raſhan Aſertion 3s it on the other fide, 
todeny thar Chrift is tobe Worſhip- 
ped, when all the Angels are Com- 
manded to. Worſhip hitn, Heb. 1.6: 
and when all Men are to Honour the 
Son,- even as they Honour the Father, 
Joh. 5. 20. and he that doth not thus 
Honour the' Son , Honoureth not ' the 
Father that ſent him. No pious and 
- good Chrittians, who own Chrift 14 


[ 96 ] 

be their Saviour will eyer be brought 
off from worſhipping and praying ta 
him, and calling upon his-nanle as the 
firſt Chriſtians did, As 9, 14, 121; 
and ' St. Stephen, Ads 7. 59. and-St, 
Pazsl, Ads 22.8. and the whole Chri- 
ſtian Church afterwards. | Socinm was 
fo ſenſible of this that he ſer. himſelf 
moſt zealouſly to defend and affert both 
the Lawfulneſs and : Neceflity of -it, 
though many of his Followers have 
been againſt both. But' this: is ſuch a 
weight upon Socinianiſm. as will help 
to fink it. It can never free-it {elf from 
one of thoſe ſtreights that - will ruine 
and deſtroy it, Either. to throw off 
wholly the worſhip of Chriſt, which 
is to throw off Chriſtianity, .and which 
will never be bora by any. aumber of 
Pious Chriſtians, or. to own that. Ido- 
latrous Principle, That a Creature ma 
be worſhip'd, which will never be 
mitted by Proteſtants. They who will 
not worſhip and pray to Chriſt ceaſe 
to be Chriſtians ; and: they who .do 
pray to him, muſt own him to be Om- 
nipreſent, Omniſcient and Almighty, 
to be. able to grant their Gs to 
- know 
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ktiow their Hearts, and to hear their 
Prayers, and be preſent with ther in 
all places, arid'{6 to have thoſe Divine 
Attribites anT'Perfe&tions that * belong 
only: to God: | 


6.' Abd Laſtly, F right prove the 
Divinity'of Chrilt from the Univerſal 
Conſent and Belief” of the Chriſtian 
Church; ard from the Teſtiniony- of 
the'greateſt Adverfaries to Chriſtianity; 
whoalwayes ſuppoſed and charged this 
as the Seatiment? of Chriſtians; ' that 
they held - Chriſt | to! be God, The 
Conſefit and Belief of the Chriſtian 
Church is evident frorh its Creeds, and 
its'Prayers, its DoQrine arid its Prattice 
in OO ping Chriſt; and from its 

oainft thoſe” early "Heretricks 
thi oopoſes this DoQrine and its"de+ 
terminations both in Private Synods* 
and General Councils for the mainrain- 
ing and afſerritig it.” 'It muſt be very 
ſtrange '-that the whole Chriſtian 
Church ſhould be miſtaken'in a mar= * 
ter of this Importance, and ſhould 
have all along a Falfe Object of Wor: 
ſhip, and when it was {© zealous 'a: 
H gainſt 
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inſt all: Idolatry, . and had fo many 
yrs uP« nthat ſcore, that it.ſbould 
bring in the ſame another way, and 
worſhip a meer Creature. - It muſt be 
very. arrogant in our Adverſarics:to 
oppoſe themſelves to the Belief of the 
ole Peimitive Church, and to gil- 
agree with all thoſe Holy Men and 
Learned Writers whom we call the Fa» 
thers, who have tranſmitted Chriftia« 
ny and- this DoQrine: down to'-us/3 
this Socinw even frankly and open- 
ly owns, Patres onnes «b ipſos difſentive, 
in his Anfwer to. Wiekws, (Tom. 24 
Reſp. ad 2 Cap, Wieki Claſ. 7. 6.9, 
p. 618.) and ſayes, Hac euthoritatian 
& teſbimoniorum ex Patribus & Contilti 
congeries,  nullas wires habet, prefertim 
adverſus- mos, qui ab; iftis Patribus & 
 Comcitiis, que extant 05 diſſentire 1101 
 diffitemur. This was ſaid with . great 
freedom_but greater ialolence, his fol- 
lowers have had more cunning and leſs 
Honeſty .than to. own this. It is not 
proper at this tnne and place to prove 
what their Maſter owns, and to prove 
the Divinity -of Chriſt from the” An- 
tient Church, and from the univerſal 
_ ſuffrage 
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we of its Writers in all Apes 
Has been done Heyond all roſfibil 
an-Anſwer from the boldeft Pretender. 
Bur gur very Enemies have all alo 
bore witneſs to this Truth , that the 
Chriftians believed and worſhipped 
Chriſt as a God; fo fayes Play in his 
' Letter to Tyraja», that the Chriſtians 
met and ſans a Hymn to Chriſt as to 
God ; and Celſus charges the Chriſtians 
with worſhiping Chriſt as a new. God ; 
and Julien writ to this oſe'to Pho- 
trans, agreeing with him that Chriſt 
was but a Man againſt the Churches 
Doctrine of a Galiteay God, as he blaſ- 
piouſly ſpeaks ; ſo Laciaz in his 
hilopatris expoles the «% mrpis and 
Tous d/o, as the God of Chriſtians ; 
and Mahomet all along rhrough his Al- 
coron; finds fault with the Chriſtians 
for believing and worſhipping Chriſt as 


} 


that 


God, whom he owns to be a Prophet, 


and a great Man ſent” of God, as well 
as Soctuus, The Chriſtians would 
have diſowned this charge had it nor 
been true, eſpecially when in thehands 
of their Enemies and-under Perfecution 
for it, when they might have eſcaped 

+ Death, 
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eath, and the greateſt Tortures.;and 
Sufferings had they been Socinians, and 
denyed Chriſts .Divinity, They had 
none of their ſubtle diſtinCtions of a 
God by Nature and a God by Office to 
help therp out, but they believed Chriſt 
to be as true a, God by Nature as he 
was a Man ; and they took God in the 
true and plain ſenſe for a Divine Al- 
mighty Being, who was to be. wor- 
Thip'd by them, and that Chriſt was 
ſuch an one as well as a Man. This 
was the DoGtrine they were taught by 
the Church, and by the Scriptures, and 
that all Chriſtians believed, till the 
Subtleties of Arrizs, Eunomias, Artius, 
and others, and the greater Subtleties 
of the School-men atterwards in ma- 
king One.to be Three and Three One, 
and the as great Subtleties of the S9- 
cinians 1n oppoling them darkened, and 
obſcured the plain Chriſtian Dottrine, 
which we are Baptized into, of Fa- 
ther, Son end Holy Ghoſt ; and that 
the Son wito was born: of the Virgin, 
and dyed, for us, and roſe again, and 
was Chriſt the Saviour of Mankind, 
that lic was alſo the Son of God, ny 

- the 
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the only -begottec of God the Father; 
who had-the ſame Divine Nature with 
him, and ſo was God, and to; be wor- 
_ ſhip'd -and- pray*'d to, The Uſefulneſs 
and Necefſity of which DodQtrine I 
ſhould come now to ſhow - had I time. 
In a word, - I take all Chriſtian Faith, 
and Hope, and Worihip to depend up- 
on it, and. even Chriſtianity it ſelf as 
it is a diſtinct -Religion __ Natural, 
and as it obliges us. to ſuch peculiar 
Articles of Faith as well as to. ſuch 
common Rules of Morality, I Chriſt 
be not God, and have not the Divine 
Nature belonging to him, but be only 
a Man, as he is not to be worſhipd, as 
I- have ſhown, ſo how we truſt and 
hope and believe in him for Salvation, 
and put ſuch a full confidence in a Crea- 
ture that it would not be greater if he 
were a God, A poor finite Creature, 
like our ſelves, is not a fit obje&t of our 
hope and truſt for ſo great a matter as 
an Infinite Divine Being, who hes all 
Power and all Goodneſs, The great 
God may exalt, if he pleaſes, any of 
us, or any other Man, to as much 
Tower and Dignity,” as the Sccinians 

| ſay 
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"fay he has done Chrift, and they may 
have been made their own Saviours, or 
Saviours (to all the World, in the Socr- 
nan Notion, as well as he ; but ſurely 
none but a God, no Man or Creature 
could be the Redeemer and the Saviour 
of Mankind. Our Redemption 4s a 
greater Work than our Creation, and 
the Lord that bought us deſerves as 
great Thanks and Gratitude , Praiſe, 
Honour and Acknowlkdgment from us, 
as he that Made us; and therefore we 
ſhould neceffarily run into Idolatry, if 
he were not God alſo. Could this 
great and Myſterious Work have been 
accompliſhed any other way than by 
the Son of God, a God Incarnate and 
made Fleſh, the Divine Wiſdomwhich 
does nothing in vain would 1n all- like- 
lyhood have found out an eaſter anda 
cheaper Method, and not have been at 
the expence of ſuch a Miraculous, fuch 
an Extraordinary , ſuch a Myſterious 

\ way, as Men and Angels are aſto- 
niſht at when they look 1nto - the 
inighty depth and profound greatneſs 
of it. God the Father ſhewed his ut- 


moſt Love to Mankind, and exhauſte 
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the Riches of his Mercy to Sinners, in 
ſending his Son, his only begotten Son 
into the World to ſave us, and his Son 
ſhowed the greateſt Condeſcenſion and 
utmoſt Humiliation and emptying of 
himſelf, thus to come into the World 
and become a Man;but had he been only 
a Man where had the Myſtery of this 
_ 4 This = Love of 1 Father, 
and this -Condeſcenſion of the —_ on 

| both which the Scripture Jayes ſuch a 

reticular weight and Emphaſis, had 

en loſt and ſunk and dwindled into 
very little, and had all its mighty Fi- 
gures and Characters, in which it is 
repreſented in Scripture, abated, lel- 
{ened and diminiſht, if Chriſt had been 
only a Creature and a meer:Man, and 
had not been truly and properly rhe Son 
of God, begotten of him trom all Eter- 
nity as well as of the Virgin after- 
wards, and One with the Father 1n re- 
ſpc&t of his Divine Nature and Ori- 
ginal, 

To him, God bleſſed for ever, be all 
Honour ana Worſhip, Praiſe, Glory ana 
Thankſeiving , now and for evermore; 
Amen. | 
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